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obvious and literal meaning. And if any to 
clear the truth of God, would alledg the wick- 
edneſs of his poſterity, firſt making a breach 
and diſobliging him, this is prevented by 
what we find inſerted in reference to this very 
cafe: If his children forſake my lam, and walk. 
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ritual) intendment in this Covenant with Da- 
vid, is yet mote fully evident from that of the | 
Prophet 1/aiah; Ho every one that thirſteth,come } 
ye to the waters, &c. Incline jour ear and come 
rome. And I will make aneverlaſting Covenant 
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leader and commander, &c. What means this 
univerſal invitation to alt thirſty perſons, with 
the ſubjoined encouragement of making with 
them an everlaſting {puenarit, (the ſame which 
we have here, no doubt, as to the principal 
| parts, and which we find him mentioning alſo, 


ſponding to theſe of the Prophet), even the ſure 
| Mm 2 mertie 


þ rcp will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuf- 535 


k. a. ACS 


with you, even the [ure mercits of David. Behold, 5 
T have given him for a witneſs to the people, a | 


2 Sam, 23. 5. with characters exactly 250 ä 
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which we ſee is the verbal ſound. and tenor o 
this Covenant. - RET: OO Nr 
And now ſince it is evident God intended a 


. 


| myſtery in this Covenant, we may be as well 


alſured he intended no deceit, and that lie de- 
to gratifie him with a ſolemn fiction, and draw 


the belief of what he never meant? And to 
what purpoſe was this ſo ſpecial Reyelation by 
viſion, if it were not to be underſtood truly, at 
| leaſt, if not yet perfectly and fully? It is left us 
therefore to collect, that David was not wholly 


dom of the Meſſiah. And he hath given ſufficient 
teſtimony in that part of ſacred Writ, whereof 
Cod uſed him as a Pen- man, that he was of ano- 


his expectations and conſolations in his own; 


knew his Spirit) expreſly enough tells us, that 


I [Pfal. 1cc 


Lord ſaid-unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, till I make thy enemies thy foot-ſtool. A plain 
diſcovery how he underſtood Gods revelati- 
on touching the future concertiments of his 
Kingdom ( and the Covenant relating there- 


N \ 126 ; FI $ an 7 
Princes, and their poſterity after them for ever; 


ſigned not a deluſion to David b . the viſion in 
| which he gave it. Can ye think he went about 


uninſtructed how to refer all this to the King- 


ther temper than to place the ſum and chief of 


and his poſterities worldly greatneſs, - And to 
put us out of doubt, our Saviour, (who well 


ö 


him into a falſe and fanciful faith; or ſo to hide 
| his meaning from him, as to tempt him into 


to ), viz. as a figure and type of Chriſts, 4 


I; PM 
ns 


- - who 
— 


r 


- always before me © becauſe he is at my right hand 


me the pa 
; at thy right hand there are pleaſures for ever 


Nor was he in that ignorance about the i;: 
ture and deſign of Chriſts Kingdom, but tha 


ä 


T ſhall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoyceth : my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt i 
hope, for thou wilt not leave my foul in hell (or 
in the ſtate of darkneſs ), neither wile en ff. | 
fer thy = One to ſee corruption. Thon wilt (hew 

th of life. In thy preſence is fulneſs of | 


more. All which, he tells us, was ſpoken Ccbn- 
cerning Chriſt J. He more exprefly ſubjoins,| 
that David being a Prophet, and knowing that 
God had ſworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins, according to the fleſh, he would 
raiſe up Chriſt to fit on his throne. He ſeeing thi 
before, ſpake of rhe reſurrection of Chriſt, (ith, 
appears he ſpake not at random, but as Know- 
ing and feeing before what he ſpake), Thar bis 
ſoul was not left in hell, &c. nor can we think 
he thus re joy ces in anothers reſurrection, for- 
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therefore lookt upon what was ſpoken concern- 
* 82 « 4ahy as ſpoken ultimately of | 
Chriſts, the Kingdom whereby he governs and | 


neſs; and upon the Covenant made with him 
[as the Covenant of God in Chriſt, concerning 


And yet we have a further evidence from 


on, this day have Ibegotten thee: And as concern 
ing that he raiſed him up from the dead, now no 
more to return ta corruption; be ſaid on this wiſe, 
Iwill give you the ſure mercies of David. Which it 
is now apparent, muſt be underſtood of eternal 


"0, 


ing his Kingdom 


conducts his faithful Subjects through all the 
troubles of Life and terrours of Death( through 
both whereof he himſelf as their Kings and Lea- 
der hath ſhewn the way ) unto eternal Blefſed- 


that Bleſſedneſs and the requiſites thereto. And 
to ſay no more in this argument) how: other- 
wiſe can we conceive he ſhould have that ful- 
neſs. of conſolation in this Covenant when he 
lay a dying, as we find him expreſſing, 2 Sam. 
23. 5: (for theſe were ſome of the laſt words of 


Yor this is all my ſalvation,and 


4; as we ſee v.1.) He bath made with me an 


* 


* * 


ſore What. 


fo great joy and ſolace could a dying man take 


: the Apoltle St. Paul, who affirms, 78 pig el 

Act. 13. [miſe made to the fathers,God had fulfilled to their 
| lchilaren, in that he had raiſed up Jeſus again; as | 
ſit is Alſo written in the ſecond P[alm, Thou art my 


| mercies; ſuch as Chriſts reſurrection and tri- 
umph over the grave-doth enſure to us. He 


? e laſting ( vuenant, or redinalltht Sand ure; 
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; lone with this world, and was to expect no! 
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re in it, if he took it not to concern a future 


* — * 7 "4 


7 7 8 — l 7 Wa - m——_ (OC | 


petity of his Houfe and Family 


prof} 
. nnd one? This (which is the only 
thing we can fa 


on) he plainly ſecludes in 
4 next words, — albu he make it tur to 


"Therefore it was his reflexion upon thoſe: 


loving-Kindneſſes mentioned in the former part 
ſof the Pſalm, contained in Gods Covenant, and 
confirmed by his Oath, but underſtood accor- 


ding to the ſenſe and import already deelar wa 
that cauſed this ſudden turn in Davids ſpi 

and made him that lately ſpoke as out of a Gol. 
gotha;' as if he had nothing but death in his eye 
and thoughts, to ſpeak now in ſo different a 
ſtrain, and (after ſome additional Rien 
which his Faith further recovers it ſelf ) to con- 
clude this Plalm with ſolemn pralſe; Bleſſed be 


[che Lord" for evermare, Amen and Aen. 
We ſee then the contemplation of his own, 


and all mens mortality, abſtractiy and alone 
conſidered, cloathed his Soul with black, wrapt 
it up in gloomy darkneſs, makes the whole Kind 
of human Creatures ſeem to him an obſcure 
ſhadow, an empty vanity : But his recalling 
into his thoughts a ſucceeding tate of immor- 
tal life, clears up the day, makes him and all 


things app 

t why ſuch a Creature as Man was 
made; 5 and therein makes the whole frame of 

in this inferiour world look with a 
comely and. Weave. ect, as the pro- 
dust of a Wiſe and rational deſign. W. enc 
(therefore we have this ground of diſcourſe 
Mm 4 fairly 


ear in another hue, gives à fair | 
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alt 35 it ſe 7 th, | 400 mop 4 ſuture. 
i Ir 2257 tha appearance and I pect with 
255 as if God had made all nen in vain. : 


Falſe, a fiction, an appearance only, a ſha- 


That is ſaid to be vain, according to the i In- ö 
j dortance of the word here uſed, which is either 


| ” dow, or evanid thing; or which is 

11 JL Uſeleſs, unprofitable, a and to no valuable 
3 _ purpoſe. 

R i The life of man, in the caſe 7 now ſuppoſed, 

E. - nay be truly Riled: 042, either way. And we 

$ | af lay, ſomewhat to each; but to the former | 

* nore brief. 

I . I. It were vaid, 1e. little Fals than a — 

| a meer ſhadow, a ſemblance. of being. We 

: muſt indeed, in the preſent caſe, even àbſtract 

wn him from himſelf, and conſider him only as a 

3 * [mortal dying thing: ; and as to that of hi | 
1 which is ; ſo, what a contemptible nothing is he! | 1 
K There is an appearance of ſomewhat; but 

E ſearch a little, and en uireinto it, and 5 Vas, | 
4 [niſhes into a meer nothing, is loynd a lye, a 
I piece of falſhood, as if he id but feigna being, 

4 5 and were not. And { d we may oppoſe the 

5 | Pſalmiſt ipeaking, upon the view of bis own 

= and the common caſe of m an, how ſt all mers 

. haſtning out of life, and 85 down the be 

7% which they rather ſeemed 554 7 umed 

==; 1 than to poſſeſs and.c n La | 
1 yby haft thou made Man ſuch a fit jy ws thing, 

= given en ſuch; a Nang being ? Why haſt: thou, 
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bor of Creatures, that rather;ſeemito be than 
3 that have.ſo-little of ſolid and ſubſtantial 
| þeir iS) and ſo little deſerve to be taken for re- 
Jes 5 that only ſerve to cheat one another 
— an opinion of their true exiſtence, and pre · 
ently yaniſh-and confels their falſhood.2:What: 
hovering ſhadows, what uncertain entities. are 
they? In a moment they are and are not. I 
know not when to ſay I have ſeen a man. It 
ſeems as if there were ſome ſuch: things befor: 
my eyes; 1 perſwade my ſelf that e the 
move and walk to and fro, that I talk and 


ſenſe is ready to giye my ſenſe the ſye. They 


me almoſt to 9 a Deluſion. I am but 
mockt with a ſhew ; 

„ Proves an impoſture. - Their pretence to 
deing, is but fiction and falſhood, a cozen 
df oyer-credulous unwary ſenſe. They 11 
perſonate what they are thought to be, 

ckly put off their very ſelves as a diſguiſe. 
tis is agreeable to the language of Scripture 
fel 5 Surely mem of low degree are vanity, 
en d men of Te degree are à lye, &c. 

In'two re 
em to approach near to nothingneſs, and ſo 


. 


a lyes vis in reſpect of the 
6 M 


_—_ ak light of this world VET 


| converſe with them: But inſtantly. my own 


pets may the preſent ſtate of man 


admit this Rhetorication of the Plalmif, as if. 
were in this ſenſe a vain thing, a Aer 


and | 
77 75 of this his . 8 


are on the ſudden dwindled away, and force 
what ſeem'd a reali- 
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Plotin. 


2. 1. 


Was 40. 


8 2 25 75 e e part 
ih in ik. Itis truly ſaid of allcreated 


no- being than e 
imited: . but there is an 
iitade of being whie they have not; And 
nearer to nothingneſs than 
5 may well enough wear 
Wherefore the firſt and 

g 5 priates to - himſelf 

the name, 1 —4 ; yea, te uh, A &, and there. 
10 n Him; Sh ein 2 he no other 
than that of Nothing 


ſo.cominginvpircl 
neſs of be 
che name of Not 


Sountain-! 


material and mortal part, rhis outſide of man, 
whatever of Him is 
ne grave? Which alone (abſtractly looke on) 
þs the ſubject of the P/almiſt's preſent conſide- 
ation and diſcourſe. 
By how much any thing kath more of Mat- 
ters, (5 hath the leſs of actual Eſſence. Matter 
ſbeing rather a capacity of dein Ng ths bein; it 
ſelf, or a dark umbr of it, a 
ally nothing, but [: e 444@ Þ Pere 
6]the expreſſions of a noble Philoſopher) a meer 
emblance, or a Ly 6. 
And it is the language not be Philoſophers 
only, but of the Holy Coſt concerning all 


ieir pan E is more than their oſs, chey ave : 


unto: Creatures. 
nd how much more may this be ſaid of the | 


to death and 


the Nations of men, that they are as not in 25 

than nothing, and vanity; What a ſtareity then,; 

and penury of being, muſt ve ſuppoſe in each 
individual! efpecially if we look alone 
the outer part, or rather the unbrage or fli 
of the man? 
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The 22 
and corpot 
ſiſtent in it. Conſider his ext 


lat once. 


Climacterick of his age changes his whole Fa- 
brick. Whence it would follow, that befides 
his ſtatique individuating Principle (from 
which we are now to abſtract) nothing of him 
remains; He is another thing; The former 
man is vaniſned and gone; while he is, he ha- 
tens away, and within a little is not. In re- 


ſpect ofthe duration, as well as the degree of 


his being, be is next to nothing. He opens his 


ye. There is nothing in him ſtable enough, to 
admit a fixed look. So it is with the Whole 
ſcene of things in this material world. As Was 
the true Maxim of an Ancient, All things 
flow, nothing ſtays; after the manner of a Ri- 
ler. / The ſame. thing which the Apoſtle 


bl 


words more elegantly expreſs; The faſhion o 
ws world paſſeth away. The ſcheme, the ew: 
the pageantry of it. He ſpeaks of it but as an 
ppearance, as if he knew not whether to call 
t ſomething or nothing, it was fo near to va- 
niſhing into nothing. And therefore he there 
requires, that the affections which mutual 
nearneſs in relation challenges, be as if they 
vere not: That we rejoyce in reference to one 


another, (eden moſt nearly related, as the oc- 


Feſion and ſcope of his diſcourſe teach us to 


being of man ath nothing | 


acceſs of parts; ſo that ſome account, each 
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eye, and is not. Gone in the twinkling of an Job 25.19. 


Heracl, 


Cor. 7. 
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| ſhew; the pomp and glittering of the greateſt 


for the expoſtulation, hy haſt rhou made nee 
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1. — were not. Wee therefore a conti- 
nued courſe of intenſe paſſion were very. incon- 
Sruous towards ſo diſcontinuing things. 

And the whole ſtate of man being but a 


men, make the moſt iplendid and conſpicuous 
part of it: yet all this we find is not otherwiſe 
. reckoned of, than an image, a dream, a viſion 
of the night ;, every man at his beſt ſtate is altoge- 
ther vanity, walketh in I bain ſoew, diſquicteth 
himſelf in vain, & c. Of all without exeeption 
tis pronounced, war is like to vanity, his 
are at a ſhadow that paſſet away. As Eccleſiaſte of 


ties, &c. © * 

2,But yet there is another notion of [ vain), 
as it ſignifies uſeleſs, un 3 or to no pur 
poſe. And in this ſenſe alſo, if we conſider the 
univerſal mortality of mankind without reſpe& 
to a future ſtate, there was a ſpecious ground 


vain? 

Vanity in the former potion ſpeaks the emp- 
nel of a thing, abſolutely and in it ſelf con- 
ſidered ; In this latter relatively, as it is refer 
red to, "and meaſured by an end. That is, in 
this ſenſe, vain, which ſerves to no end, or to 
no worthy and valuable end; which amounts 
to the ſame. For in as much wall ends, except 
u. are means alſo to a further end; if the 1 


end 
8 * 


often, of all ſublunary things, _ of van. 


* 


ferred, cannot but be alſo. vai. 


q ve could in this caſe think man made for- 

„Which will belt be done by taking forhe 

view.” 152 
g 1. Of his nature. 

2. Of the ends for which, upon that * 
ky eff poſition, we muſt ſuppoſe him made. 
. Oſ the former (neglecting the ſtrictneſs 
of Philoſophical diſquiſition) no more is inten- 
{ded to be ſaid than may comport with the de- 


fice- therefore, only to take notice of what is 
more obvious in the nature of man, and ſub - 
ſeryient to the preſent purpoſe, And yet we 


and outſide of man, which we only conſide- 
red before; and to view His nature, as it is in 
it ſelf; and not as the ſuppoſition of ts having 
| nothing but what is mortal belonging to it, would: 


thingneſs) of man's; conſidered accord 
ing to that ſuppoſition, id beſt ſerve: to-ex< 
pres the \ vanity of it, if the former notion that 
hath been given of a VAIN thing 2.80 the ex · 


— Which rows ae to its: as it -isfo1 re: 


Whereupon nom let us make trial what end | 


| ign-of a popular diſcourſe. And it ſhall ſuf-| 


are here to look further than the meer ſurface: 


make it: for as the exility (and almdft no- 


cellency, and ſolid ſubſtantiality of it, conſide-| 


| diſcovery of its "yanity; in this: latter noti 


and then the ſuppoſition of ſuch a Creature 
being only made to periſh. And if wat 


2 


red as it is in it ſelf, will conduce moſt tothe 


thereof. That is, if we firſt conſider that 
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good . and evil, tight and wrong, what is ver- 


| cauſe, and of the wiſdomz-power, g00 
— to him. Hereby he affirms and denies 


| pears 


frames notions of fie vs of ſuch things 
s are above the ſphere of ſenſe; of moral 


20k 1 and what 18 vicious; of abſtra& and U- 
niverſal natures. Tea, and of a firſt beit 


other perfection which muſt primary a 


8 -of another, as he bbſerves them to 

rhe diſagree, and diſterns the truth and 

of whar is ſpoken on deny d. He'doth 
infer one thing from another, and argue 

Elf int firm and unwavering aſſent to 

not only above the diſcovery of 

y rae Aon their TREE ap- 


5 of determining liefe of ehis-| 
| rigs" ac as things are eftic 
i is Nee Tag trhng ae ot: 
= how: far the a which Goring 
foinetimes exe? about, 0 
che rede of all fenüüble nature as well 
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refuſed { * e molt, 
a men not: willing of them, ( as'1 
appetite alſodoth not will them Z whi 
the notion of a refuſal: ul), 
them with a Poſitive averſio ws and 
t iniqui in; 
leb —— not be but ins rare capalo 
the pppolite temper. 


Ad it is apparent, this faculty. nach ide pri 


pon ogg — fo. as! to be.. 
empt from the neceſſitating A of any 
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— — — ety f his Great" 
rand providence, withsdt the help of: 


als racle, ſubſiſt in another ſtate of life after this; | 


_ n a ftate that ſhall not be liable to tha em- 
— ment and decay it we find this ſübject ö 

More isnot (as yet) — for; And | 
fo. — methinks none ſhould make a diffieul⸗ 


For it may well be ſuppoſed, that the ad- 
nitting of this (at leaſtj will ſeem much more 
aſie to any free and unprejutlicd — . ' 
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| advance to what- | 


articlesofimanter;/in cheniſeires eachiof them | 
—— 'ſhould-1 y their | 


T arſe with ond Mot Jecome- 
1 ;thein ! Thar-th Yhould be al 


beratez/#eſdtve, and chuſe | 
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Uther — and rational, How . 
. mn me Err 4 
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Ref admit, from what is evidently found ii 


Eor then 
y; particle. of matter muſt needs be ratis=" 


[ fubtil-and more ſwiſtly and. variouſſy moved, 
it makes not a diſcernably nearer approach | 
( proportionably) to the faculty and power 
of reaſoning? And that nothing more of an 
aptitude or tendency towards intelligence and 
wiſdom is to be perceived in an aſpiring flame 
or a brisk wind, than in a clod or a ſtone? If 
to underſtand, to define, to diſtinguiſh, to ſyl- 
logitze, be nothing elſe but the agitation and 

collifen of the minute parts of rarified matter 
among one another; methinks, ſome happy 
C hymiſt or other, when he hath miſt his de- 
| ſigned mark, ſhould have hit upon ſome ſuch 
more noble product, and by one or other proſ- 
perous ſublimation have cauſed ſame tempo- 
rary reſemblance (at leaſt) of theſe operations. 
Or, if the paths of Nature, in theſe affairs of the 
mind, be more abſtruſe, and quite out of the 
reach and road of artificial atchievement, 
Whence is it, that Nature her ſelf (that is 
vainly enough ſuppoſed by ſome to have been 
ſo happy, as by ſome. caſual ſtrokes to have fa- 
bricated the firſt of human Creatutes, that have 
ſince propagated themſelves) is grown ſo effete 
and dull, as never ſince to hit upon any like 
effect in the like way: And that no Records 
of any time or age give us the notice of ſome 
ſuch Creature ſprung out of ſome Epicurean 
Womb of the Earth, and elaborated by the on- 
ly immediate hand of Nature, ſo diſpoſing the 
parts of matter in its eonſtitution, that it ſhould 
de able to perform the operation belonging 
to thie-mind-of . 2k ways 
But if we cannot, * tolerable prete 
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I, 


* [that is therefore capable, by the advantage of 


ſuch ſtate for man hereafter, It is our next bu- 


- . ͤ oC MER oo 

f 3 "ms I +2 ; 
8 | ; , = * 2 — i % ; 8 A - 

Jor ſhew of reaſon, attribute theſa qperatians 


to any meer matter, that there muſt be ſone+| 
what elſe in man to which they may agree, 
that is diſtinct from his corruptible part, and 


its own nature, of ſubſiſting hereafter, (while 
God ſhall continue to it an influence agrecable 
to its nature, as he doth to other Creatures). 
And hence it ſee ms a modeſt} and ſober de- 
duction, That there is in the nature of man, 
at leaſt, a capacity of an immortal ſtate. 
No, if we yet ſuppoſe there is actually no 


ſinefs to view the Ends for which, upon that 
ſuppoſition, he may be thought to have been 
made . Whence we ſhall ſoon fee, there is not 
any of them whereof it may be ſaid, This is 
that he was created for, as his adequate End. 
And here we have a double Agent to 
accommodated with a ſutable End 5 
| Man now made. And 

2 God who made him. 225 
1. Man hümſelf. For it muſt be conſidered. 


| |that in as much as man is a Creature capable o 


propounding to himſelf an end, and of 


knowingly: and with deſign towards it, (a 


indeed uncapable of acting otherwiſe as a man 

It would therefore not be reaſonable to {pea 
of him, in this diſcourſe, as if he were meerl 
paſſive, and to be ated only by another: Bu 


we muſt reckon him obliged, in fubordmati 


[to his Maker, to intend and purſue ( himſelf 


the proper End for which he appointed an 
ade him. And in reaſon we are to e 29 
We: 1 11 ; al 


hat God, 3 
adler uld he ſuch as is in it ſelf moſt high 

derte, ſutable to the utmoſt capacity of 
bis nature, and attainable hy his action; ſo car- 
rying with. it ſufficient inducements, both of 
| defare and hope to a vigorous and rational 
proſecution of it. Thus we muſt, at leaſt, con- 
ceive it to have been in the primitive inſti- 
tution of mans end, ( unto which the expoſtu- 
lation hath reference, Wherefore haſt thou made 
all men in vain I J. 

And we can think of no 3 which men 


but by, the direction of one of theſe principles; 
Sewſe, Reaſon, or Religion. 
I. Senſe is actually the great Dictator to 
the moſt of men, and de faſto, determines them 
to the mark and ſcope which they purſue, and 
animates the whole purſuit. Nat that Senſe i 
by it {elf capable of deſigning an end, but it too 
generally zuclines and tA & Reaſon. herein. 


So that Reaſon hath no other hand in the bu- 


ſineſs, than only as a Slave to Senſe, to form 
the deſign and contrive the methods which 
may moſt conduce to it, for the gratification| 
of ſenſual appetite and inclination at laſt. 
And the appetitions of Senſe (wherein it 


hath ſo much maſtery and dominion) are but 
ſuch as we find enumerated, 1 Fohn 2. 16, The 


luft of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, the pride of 


life. Or (if we underſtand the Apoſtle to uſe| | 


the.nams of {1 objectively ) the objects ſuffici- 
22 connote the appetitions themſelves. 
ene ee Senſe: ah, 


1 


2 7 


Now, who can think the ſatisfying of theſe 
ts the commenſurate end of man? Who 
ould not, upon the ſuppoſition of no higher, 

ay with the Pſalmiſt, Wherefore haſt thou' made 

men in vain? To what purpoſe was it for 
um to live in the world a few years, upon this 
ount only, and ſo go down to the place of 


ſilence? What is there in the momentary ſatiſ- 


action of this mortal fleſh z in his pleaſing- 
view of a Maſs of Treaſure, (which he never 
brought with him into the World, but only 
heaped together, and ſo leaves not the World 


[richer or poorer than he found it)? What is 
there in the applauſe and admiration of - fools 


(as the greater part always are), that we ſhould 
think it worth the while for man to have liv'd 
for theſe things? If the queſtion were put, 
Wherefore did God make man? Who would 
not be aſham'd ſo to anſwer it, He made him to 
eat, and drink, and take his pleaſure, to gather | 
up wealth for he knows not who; to uſe his in- 
ventions, that each one may become a talk and 
wonder to the reſt; and then when he hath 


fetch d a few turns upon the Theater, and en- 


tertained the eyes of beholders with a ſhort 
ſeene of impertinencies, deſcend and never be 

heard of more? What, that he ſhould come in- | 
to che World furniſh'd with ſuch powers and 
endowments for this? It were a like caſe; as if 
one fhould be clad in ſcarlet.to go to plough, 
or curiouſly inſtrusted in arts and ſciences to 
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ſuch ends às more refined Reaſon may propoſe, 
within the compaſs only of this preſent ſtate : 
We will ſuppoſe that it be either, 3 
The acquiſition of much knowledg, the fur- | 
_ [niſhing his underſtanding with ſtore of choice 
and well-digeſted notions; that he may pleaſe 
himſelf in being (or in having men think him 
a learned ight. Death robs away all his gain. 
And what is the world the better? How little 
ſhall he enrich the clods, among which he muſt 
ſhortly lie down and have his abode ? Or how 
little is the gain, when the labour and travel 
of ſo many years is all ' vaniſhed and blown 
away with the laſt puff of his dying-breath, 
and the fruit that remains; is to have it ſaid by: 
thoſe that ſurvive, There lies learned duſt? That 
any part of his acquiſitions, in that kind, de- | 
ſcends to others, little betters the caſe , when 
they that ſucceed are all haſtening down alſo | 
into the ſame ignoble duſt. Beſides, that the 
increaſe of ſorrow, both becauſe the objects 
of knowledg do but encreaſe the more he | 
knowes do multiply the more upon him, ſo as 
to beget a deſpair of ever knowing ſo much as 
he ſhall know himſelf to be ignorant of; and 
a thouſand doubts, about things he hath more 
deeply conſidered, which his more confident 
( undiſcovered ) ignorancenever dreamt of or 
ſuſpected. And thence an unquietneſs an ir- 
reſolution of mind, vhich they that never drove 
at any ſuch mark are (more Gontentedly ) un- 
acquainted with. And alſo, becauſe that hy 
how much knowledg hath refinꝰ d a mans Soul, 

ED Nn 3 ſo 


* 


8 — "a 
| Or, 2aly, If we riſe higher, to the view of] © 7 


| 


| 


| "mack it is Ei 8251 perceptive of 
troubleſom impreſſions from the diforderly 
ſtate of things in the World; which they that 
| converſe only with earth and dirt, have 25 
ſpirits clarified and fine enough to receive. 0 
that, except a mans knowing more than others 


were to be refer'd to another ſtate, the labour | 


of attaining thereto, and other acceſſory diſ- 
advantages, would hardly ever be compenſa- 
| fed by the fruit or pleaſure of it. And unleſs u 
man would ſuppoſe himſelf made for torment, 
he would be ſhrewdly tempted to think a quiet 
and drowfie-ignorance an happier ſtate. 
Or if that a mans Reaſon, with a peculiari- 
ty of temper, guide him to an active nego- 
mating life, rather than that of contemplation 5 
and determine him to the endeavour of 
| mg or the community to which he 'be: 
By how much the worthier actions he 
rs, og by Nevin much more he hath per- 
ed and accompliſh'd himſelf with parts and 
— ren for ſuth actions; 'The-lols. and 
ity is but the greater thereby, ſince he and 
doſe he affeſted to ſerve, are all gving down to 
— how little uſe are the Politi- 


1 ar — 19 the 
Se | = nay. if wer lay afide the co 


eration 
their fubſeruienay to the keeping the world 
in a more compoted and orderly ftace, for the 
proſetution of the great deſigns” of eternity, 
when: ere long ull te thoughts ſhall periſh 2 
what matter were it what became of the world; 
Whether it be wiſe or fooliſh, rich or poor, quiet 
or unqus eee 9 5 
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Hovld but do as they that ſhould uſe a great 
eal of pains and art in the curious adorning 


ſome one, among many condemned perſons, 


pitch him in very exact order to the place of 
Execution: If the World be not looked upon 


ppearance on the eternal ſtage; but only as 
Igreat Charnel-houſe, where they undreſs and 


pr to be the fabje of any rational deſign or 


Her) conceive exclufive of Reaſon, but rather 


ould make their order and tranquillity thar 
y, or that ſhould intend their thoughts and 

deavours to the finding out the exacteſt 

ethods and rules of government and policy, 


id trimming up of a dying perſon; or as if 


ould be very ſolicitous to have them march 
a tiring room to · dreſs one's ſelf in, for an 


ut off themſelves, to fleep in everlaſting dark- 
&& 5 How can we think it worth a thought, 


re? Who would not rather bleſs himſelf ina 
more rational) negle& and regardleſneſs of 
IE human affairs; and account an unconcern- 
U indifferency the higheſt wiſdom ? 5 
Vea, zdly, If we ſuppoſe Reęligia ( which 

o need not (becauſe it is mentioned in this or- 


erſective of it: Reaſon having firſt found out 
God , Religion adores him) : to become with 
ny the Ruling principle, and to have the di- 
rection and government of the Man, as to his 

ay and end: How would even that languiſh 

ith the beft, were the conſideration of a fu- 
ture ſtate laid aſide, which with ſo few, not- 
withſtanding it, hath any efficacy at all to com- 
mand and govern their lives? 
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Religion terminates: upon God 3 and upon S 
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ſign ſervice and honour to him, or as from him 
i T | we deſign ſatisfaction and bleſſedneſs to our 
I VT 4 dei hos Dion 6 
|. Now if a mans thoughts and the intention 
| [of his mind be carried towards God under the 
+ {former notion, How great an allay and abate- 
| Bk ment muſt it needs be to the vigor and zeal of | 
N his affection, who ſhall with the moſt ſincere 
- ©. [devotednefs apply himſelf to ſerve His intereſt 
and glory, to reflect upon the univerſal morta- 
lity of himſelf and mankind, without any hope 
of compenſation to it by a ſutuĩe immortality ? 
It is agreed on all hands, that the utmoſt 
contributions of Creatures can add nothing to 
Him: And that our glorifying Him doth only 
conſiſt, either in our acknowledging Him glo- 


— | [hin under a double notion, eithbx as we de- 


{tious our ſelves, or repreſenting Him ſo to 
athers:* ee 3 oolancy 58674 
But how little doth it ſignifie and how flat 
and low a thing would it ſeem, that 1 ſhould 


only turn mine eye upwards and think a few 
- [admiring thoughts of God this hour, while I 


apprehend my ſelf liable to loſe my very think- 
ing-power and whole being the next? Or if 
we could ſpread His juſt renown, and gain all 
the ſons of men to a concurrence with us in 
theadoring of His ſoveraign Excellencies, How 
 Iwould it damp. and ſtifle ſuch loyal and dutiful 
laffetion, to conſider, that the univerſal tefti- 
ony, fo deſervediy given Him, ſhall: ſhortly 
afe for eyer, and that infinitely bleſſed Being 
be e' re- long ( again, as he was from eternity 
efare ] the only witneſs of his own glory 0 
kEʒ!!:!; 8 3 9 Anc 


1 


wards God r the latter notion alſo, in or- 


himſelf ( 2 2 deſign, both in the purſuit and 


{execution of it, is ſo conjunct with the former 
that i it cannot be ſever d). It cannot but be an 


ble diminution and check to the high- 


| eſt delights in this kind, to think how ſoon they 


ſhall have an end; that the darkneſs and duſt 
of the grave ſhall ſhortly obſcure and extin- 


guiſh the glory of this lightſom ſcene. 


tI know I ſhall approach ir 
no more! Thisis poſſibly my laſt ſight of that 
pleaſant face, my: laſt taſte of thoſe enriviſhing 


[pleaſures ! What bitterneſs muſt this infuſe in- 
ſto the moſt delicious ſweetneſs our ſtate could 
then admit And hy how much more free and 


Grace ſhould be in its preſent communis 


cations, and by how much any Soul ſhould be 


more experienc d in the life of God and inured 


of the approaching end of all; and be the more 
powerfully tempted to ſay , Lord, why was! 


made in vain? How faint and languid would 


ndeavoùrs be after the knowled of that God 
hom I may but only. know and die? How 


impotent and ineffectual would the attractions 
of this end he to man in this terrene ſtate: to 
raiſe him above the World, and reſcue him from 


the power of ſenſible things, to engage him i in 
the purſuit of that ſanctity and purity which 
zlone can qualifie him for. converſe. with * 


— 


ro think eyery time one enters that bleſſed 
preſence, fox or 


"And. W be to- 8 
| [der to a ſatisfactlium that ſnall thence accrew to 


i 


| 


Ito divinedelights, ſo much the more grievous| 
ſand afflictixe reſentments it could not but have 


g 


i 5 
* 


| late war? 1 meg | if 
nuch labour and painful Reiving, much To. 
genial and feveriry to the fleſs, any diſpofiri 
on ſhould be attained to relifh divine pleaſures, 
it be conſidered all the while , that the end of 
— may be as ſoon loft as it is gained; and that 
oſfibly there may be no mere than a moments 
5 afure to recompence the pains and con 
of many years? Although in this eaſe, the con- 
igual, hope anck expectation of fome farther 
mifeſtation and fruition might much influ- 
ente a perſon afready holy, und a great we 
$f God, unto a ſtedfaſt a to him; 
* ty little world it do to make men ſuch, 1 
are yer unſutable and diſaffected to him? ot 
even to recover ſuch out of theit loples and 
drowfte fits, that are not conflered ch 2 
And it is further to be red, that Gel 
od hath ues man a bein capable of ſab» 
ifting in another ſtate, (as de appear by what 
th been already (aid) ; and 1 he is there- 
fore capable of enjoying u greater happineſs | 
his preſent ſtate can adinitof; that capa- 
ity will draw upon him a moſt indiſpenſable 
obligation to intend that fappineſs as his end. 
*or admit that there be no future ſtate for him; 
t is however impoſſible any man ſhould know 
re is none; and upon an impartial view'of 
he whole caſe, he hath enoughto render it (at 
wy far more likely to him that there is. And 
rtainly he cannot but be obliged to purſue 
| "Fe highs ood ( even by the Law of Nature 


t Tet * which his nature's capable of; whic 
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probably he may attain, and Which he ß no⸗ 
— — kisCreator to aſpire unto» 


[hence therefore; if we now circumſcribe-hi | 


within the limits of: this preſent niortal Nate z 


for if; for argument*s ſake, we luppoſteventual- 
# ty 


there is no other; we mult not only confeſs 
t eapacity to be given him in vain, but that 
he is obliged alſo to n A principal en- 
rours of his life and all his powers in vain, 
( for certainly his principal endeavour c 
- to be laid out in order to his principal end ); 
that is, to purſue that good Which he may at- 
tain, but never ſhall; and which is poſũiie to 
him. but not upon any terms ſuture. 
Andi if it be admitted, that the ſubject. ſtate 
of man muſt ſilenee all objections agaiaſt any 
ſuch inconſiſtencies, and make him content to 
act in pure obedience to his Maker ( whether 
ke fi fic his will by the Law of Nature only, 
* 7 any poſitive: Frecept), he ſhall 
not comer as, any permanent ffate of bleſ- 
dneſs as the conſequent reward: That vir» 
we and x podnels, an holy rectitude of inclina- 
tions and actions, are reward enough to them | 
Ives: That there is that juſtice: and ſweets 
bel in Religion „to oblige him to Jove-and 
; verence and adore the Divine Majeſty this 
noment; t he were ſure to periſſi for ever 
and be reduce to nothing the next. 1 ay ad- 
mitting all this; yet, 
57. Since the biſed bee to be con- 
r cipal t and Deſigner in 
his enquiry [by baſt thou made all men in 
277 It ie with modeſt and humble reve- 


rence 


7 2 | 
* * 
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Foe in them),that he ſhould give being not to 


in they ſhall be liable. to fink ſtill lower, to the 


* 


ander >< —— der co her end worthy 
E he may be 
poſed | to 1 weed propounded to himſelf in . | 
ing ſuch a Creature of ſo improvable a nature; | 
and furniſhed with ſo noble faculties and pow- 
ers, for ſo tranſient and temporary a ſtate: And 
how well it will conſiſt with the moſt obvious 
and unqueſtionable notions we can have of an 
abſolutely perfect Being and the Attributes 


vrhich 2 moſt peculiarly challenges and appro- 
priates to himſelf, (ſo as not only to on, but to 


ome few only, but to the whole ſpecies of hu- 
man Creatures , and therein communicate. to 
them à nature capable of knowing, of . | 
and enjoying himſelf in a bleſſed rad ty, with 
a deſign to continue them only for ſome: ſhort 
ſpaceon earth, in a low imperfect ſtate, where-: 


vileſt debaſement of their natures; and yet hot 
for their tranſgreſſion herein; < for *tis. the 
mortality of man, not by ſin, but by Creation 
or the deſign of the Creator only, that is now 
ſuppoſed); but for his meer pleaſure to bereave 
_—_ l , and reduce them all again to 
no 6 

It Werbe conſidered, Whether thus to re- 
ſolve and do can any way agree to God, ac- 
cording to our cleareſt and moſt aſſured con- 
ceptions of him; not from our reaſoning only, 
but his diſeovery of himſelf. For other wiſe 
we ſee the imputation falls where we ſhould 
dread to let it reſt, of Haying made man 4 
Bain.. 


He 
* 4 


* 


poſition; would never fail to be thought inglo- 


ſperſwade a deſcent” but upon ſuch terms and 
ment ſhall enſue. Wiſdom fo 


ty 

end 

5 7 1 ee 5 e 
- ?Tis true, that ſome ſingle acts may be done 


— — reflection, that may ſeem much 
eath them. And if any do ſtoop to very 
xean offices and employments to do good, to 
Ip the diſtreſſed and relieve the miſerable, it 
bs a pints yo Crap the greater they are, | 
he higher is the glory of their condeſcending 
oodneſs. Benignity of nature and a propen- 
ion to the moſt unexpected acts of a merciful 
elf⸗depreſſion, when the caſe may require it, 
re the moſt comely Ornaments of Princelyß 
z reatneſs, and out-ſhine the glory of the nch | 
| Diadem. But a wonted habitual 'courſe of 


defign or no delign at all, but either an hu- 
tur to trifle, or àa miſchie vous nature and diſ- 


rious and infamous; as may be ſeen in the in- 
ſtances of Sardanapalu's ſpinning, and Domi 
tian's killing of Flies. ie 
When wiſdom and goodneſs are in conjun- 
ion with power and greatneſs, they never 


for ſuch purpoſes that a more —— advance- 

ſeeing that end, | 
and Goodneſs readily taking the way, which | 
ed at as an end ) could not fail to effect it. 


Nor are any Attributes of the Divine Being 
4004] | more 


. 


ean actions in great perſons, that ſpeak a lov | 


(though it were moſt undeſigned, or not aim 


* 


as. 
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| fo as were — 17> i 
And though it becomes us to be very e 
| of our own realonings c . 
unſels and Deſigns of that eternal Being 3 { 
> if weſhould find h him to aſſert any 
preſly of himſelf, which we know not how t 
reconcile with our o preconceived thc | 
debiiry o our rand et certainh 
| — — — 
any thing which-neither he faith of 
hamſelt nor we know how, conkiſtently, 


| Nor are we, in judging of his deſigns , | 
bring him don to our model, or meaſure hi 
by man, A ee 
beſpeak only his own indi a omega 
ed at his own a . 
r 
toe v. — — 

es we muſt underſtand him to do 


wong 


communications (for he exerciſes loving kind- 
| „ and:righreouſneſs in the e 

| glerrb in thefe things y and the | 
n aeg the juſt honour and veputation of 
his government over his Creatures, who as 


1 0 him, that he may y have glory for ever: 
Now though it be moſt undoubtedly true, 
that the Soveraignty of his power and domi- 


no need, and to whom he ſo freely gave being) 
is ſo abſolute and unlimited, — if vye conſi- 
der that only, we muſt acknowledg, he might 
ſereate à Man or an Angel and annthilate him 


preſently 5 yea, that he might, if he ſo pleaſed, 
raiſe up many thouſand Worlds of intelligent 


very next moment. 
Vet how unwatrantably ſhould we maim 


chiniret of: Mims and: Avvgalt hi ate ol 


mion over his Creatures (of which he hath | 


and innocent Creatures into being in one mo- 
— — nothing nn 


; ohi notion of God, if we ſhould conceive o 
him only according to one Attribute, ſecludi 
the conſideration of the reſt ? How miſhap 

an Idea ſhould we bear of him in our minds 
And how would it deform the face of Provi- 
— ay — — derorum of ——— 


| ef be called 2 IA che 
moſt diſſolute and prophane were equally-af 
red oſ his favour, with thoſe vrhꝭ- ws hem 
holy and ſtrictly regular in all their come 
— What would be thought of God and 
Religion ? Or how ſtiould' we ſavpur the no- 
; tion of — n impure Dei 2 ta king pleaſure t toin=| 
2 8 men? Ane 3 
one the Who Dr | 
and every act of ſin be followed with an act. 
of ſudden vengeance, and the whole World 
become a flaming Theater, and all men held in 
an hopeleſs expectation of fiery indigna 
and of judgment without mercy, What would 
become of that amiable repreſentation, and the 
'confolatory t houghts we have uf God, and of 
that love and duty which ſome Souls do bear 
towrards him? Ox if Power ſhould affect daily] 
to ſhew it ſelf in unuſual appearances and et- 
fects, in changing every hour the ſhapes of the 
terreſtrial Creatures, in perpetual quick inno 
vations of the courſes of the celeſtial, with : 
+ —— digioi ts tha 


cee — ac ſdea 'wouldit begel - 
e igent Creature, of him that made 
ir? — — Met] 
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˖ U e make that 
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both perfectly Wat, and Iuſt, and Power- 


fl, and Wiſe and hath all perfections eminent. 
17 . and on in His own moſt! 


It were 1. A Besides tlie puͤrpoſe to in⸗ 


part, might do; but we are to conſider what 
may be congruous to Him to do, who is infl= 
nicely Wiſe and Good, as well as Powetful,” 


ing to a World of reaſonable Creatures, and 
giving them only a ſhort time of abode in be- 


tic __ * 
Vildom in ay Agent muſt needs ſuppoſe 
the intention of fome em end f his acti. 


| on. And the Divine Wiſdom, wherein it hatti 


any end diverſe from that which his Pure good- 


it moſt intent to promote and further), cannot 
mined that his goodneſs ſhould op open it felf and 


e ol 
wet) father 1 
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fiſt only what Soveraign Power, confidered a- 


1. And firft, let it de wei hed; how it may 
9 with the Divine Wiſdom, to give be- 


{s and berignity towards his Citaftires would 
incline him — C ick ſo we muſt conceive | 


but have it chiefly in deſigi; it being deter- 


temperature where 970 re de, and are . | 
1 ſe Jin fo in . | 
| exer e unworthy of Him, 1 is, at 2 


Ing to abandon them to a perpetual annihila- 
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break forth into a Creation, pong pro 1 
|fonable Creatures, ſo to manag vern · 
| acne over theſe 1 pork inde are chonty 
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any ot Plague en men, nor in trouble 
| And j nt is not here exe. 
el Ke wh r wicked T works in World. If alſo} 
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gf poke them with eHakalte Zag 
pay: reverence. of lim that may reſtrain f 
ftom contemptuous fwning; 4 - ſo endear his 
government to them, às to engage them to a- 
placid and free obedience. . 
. . how little would it agree with this 4 Pp 
an of the Divine Wiſdom, to have made man 
— for this temporary ſtate? For, 
þ 5 How little would it tend to the degetting 
land ſetling that fear of God in the hearts of 
nen, that were neceſſary. to prefer: his au- 
thority anch avernment-from a prophane con- 
emptz. whereas daily experience ſhews, that 
re's no g no ference made between them 
t fear; them that fear him not, un- 
els, wherein. 1155 ormer are worſe dealt with 
and more expoſed to ſufferings — wrongs: 
Dc at leaſt, 228 jar for the moſt part) . 
1155 to depart fr eaten, ty is to make one's 
0 Aa and evidence 
oft. .devotedneſs to God, and pay 
255 5 fervance and duty to him, be 
OE 1 ſcorn upon this very actount, 
patioual danger to be eaten u 
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6 . to ſear — owt - — 8 td 
him? And hoy unlike i is this to the Way 
of the ſupreme Ruler, to. expoſe his moſt right: 
ſal.and ſoveraign Authority to thefearleſs a 
inſolent affronts of his own revolted Creatures 
without any deſigu of future reparation to it; 
as if he had created them on purpoſe, only 
curſe him and die? But he hath. preventec 
the occaſion of ſo reproachſul a cenſure, anc 
thought fit to al his Word and the 

enees of guilty ſinners with — and dread: 
ful preſages of —— judgment and ſtate 


both in point of wiſdom and veracity, (ane 

I may add of legal juſtice ), to make the even 
correſpond, that he may neither be found q 
have omitted any due courſe for preventing ot 
redreſs of ſo great an evil; and that, if the 
threatning do not elfectually over-awe ſinners 
the execution may at leaſt right himſelf: Ane 
| that, in the mean time, he do not (that xhict 


ſolemn fiction · to keep the world in order, a 


ceit, that is, by threatning what he knows: 
nantT-he., 55 oft 


oſed ) a more; probable proviſion made 
onciliate and procure to the Dix ine Majeſty 


72 0 02 '. An 


puniſhment. To which he is no leſs concern'd | 


would leaſt of all become him, and which were 
| moſt repugnant to his ye make uſe of. 


Maintain, his government. by falſhood and de; | 


2, Nor — in the caſe all geg 4 
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bow NN it! is p_ he ad: a | 
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fis government acceptable; and to engage men 


dutiful affection ever be the genuine product 


they ſhall find harder uſage all their days than 


\ 


adminiſtration whereof is neither apt to beget 
bar vor lovein thoſe dar ae ſubjeRt wit; but] 
| either through the want of the one to be 


— — 


his Wiſdom 


0 2 
by "Is 
's 


ethod for to] on, toren 
o.that free and coniplacential fubjection which: 
s ſutable to a God. For how can that filial and 


or impreſs of ſuch a repreſentation of the caſe- 
between God and them; that is, that they ſhall 
de moſt indiſpenſably obliged to devote their 


| whole being and all their powers entirely to 
His ſervice and intereſt ; exactly to obſerve his 
;MriQeſt Laws, to keep under the ſevereſt re- 

ſtraint their moſt innate reluctant inclinations ; 


and in the mean time expect the adminiſtrations 
of Providence tobe ſuch, towards them, that 


— 


his moſt inſdlent and irreconcileable enemies, 
and at laſt loſe their very beings, they know 
poſſibilities of any future recompence. Is this 
alikely way to procurelove, and to captivate 
hearts into an aſſectionate and free obedience ? 


y , the extinRion of all 
[ generous affection, and a temper more agree- 
Able to a forc'd enthralment to ſome malignant 
8 "genius, than a willing ſubjection to 
the C all grace and love? 

- And every one will be ready to ſay, There 
is little of wiſdom in that Government, the 
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not how ſoon, and therewith ( neceſſarily ) all | 


Or what is it probable to produce; but a ſowre | 
and ſullen deſp 


or to be regretted through the want o 
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e ite, It ſeems altoget 
worthy of the Divine Wiſdom, that ſuch 4 

Creature ſhould ever have been made as Man, 

Mn which no end is attainable (as the courſe | 


more honourable to his Maker, ( whole inte- 
it is the part of his Wiſdom to conſult ), 


ö hat he had never been. And therefore, as to 


God and the juſt and worthy deſigns of his 
lory, he would ſeem, upon this ſuppoſition, | | 

ly. in Vain. 

2. And ſecondly, How eongruous and as ! 

gretable would this ſuppoſition prove to the 

Sede ef God? As that other Attribute of | 

— doth more eſpecially reſpect His own 

eſt, ſo doth this the intereſt of his Crea | 

ures: That is, if it be underſtood, not in a 

| Auna, but in a Moral ſenſe; as it im- 
Ports a propenſity and ſteady bent of will un- 


o be 
: Thos art good, aud deſt god. 
And this free and generous — it is, 


vhich gives the firſt _ and ta all 
he deſigns any way reſpe he well-being 
and happineſs of 9nd * ich, then, inks 


lite Wiſdom. forms and to their full 
Tues and accompliſhment, (as it were) 
fs Pomerin the execution 


7 That there ſhould be a Ceeation.y we may | 
* Dnceive to be the firſt dictate of chin imme 
Joodneſs, which afterwards diffuſes it fol 


o Providence commonly runs in this world), 
in compariſon whereof, it were not better and 


action, according to that of the Pal .. 119. 
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At creates 

[forthir ſelf upon t with infinite delight, re- 
ee mee wiehehe fiele of do- 


ow if vre ſhould fappole: fucha Croatian 
28 Man made -only for that ſhort time and low 
ſtate which we ſee to he allattedl him in his 
World , dt were neither diffinult nor e 

to reconcile the hypothaſit with ſtric̃t j 

which upon the grountl af — rrarpny 
ydo Nhat itauill wich its own: But the ill 
— it deems. 40 have with ſo large and 
bonndingGoodnels, rendes it utry unlikeithe 
diſpenſation of the hleſſed dj no enjoyment 
being in that caſe afforded to this ſortof Cren- 
tures, agreeable. to their common natire and 
: F "peep . — — 1061 


reſeu frotiu tlie corruptionthat narrows: and 
debaſes it, o ſenſibiy do dioby Souls reſent 
_ bewail their- on im- 


4.4 his tabernacle do groan, bein e — for 
. - that wewailldbenmelahed| t is not enough, 
* eee tife, by 


will 


rſt its own abjed, and then \ poyrs| 
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nin ITT —.— 55 be clothed wpon; 
mortality e ſwallowed up F ; 
| = 1 groans, the compli 
pf. opprel ſenſitive nature under a preſentevil; | 
but rational and ſpiritual, the expreſſions 95 
lire ſtrongly carry id to purſuc an apprehend- 
ſutable good. 
The trueſt notion we can yet have of the 
i n and capacity of man, is by 
cholding it in N reſtitution. And is 
it agreeable. ta the goodnels of God, to put 
ach a nat ; 1 19 y, and with. hold the ſu- 
As if it 175 2 pleaſure to him, 
| Vork 0 15 own hands ſpeng- 
ng it {el towards him, 
and yext. Fi as it continues in being, 
with 1 What it Tall never enjoy 3 
th made it defir ire, and therein 
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cern, he is not uncapable of a perpetual ſtate, 
and is yet brought forth into the light to be 


| ere long extinguiſher and ſhut up in everlaſtin 


darkneſs. And who can think this a thin 

thy of infinite and eternal Goodneſs? Beſides 
Cas hath been inſiſted before ), that this to- 
ture, proceeding from ſo fad an expeRtation, 
cannot but be moſt grievous and affliftive to 
the beſt. Whence the Apoſtle tells ts, that 


g| Chriſtians , F in thit life only rhey-has. 


| 4 diſhonourable reflection rather 


ho 

were of all men woſt miſerable. So that i K 
more deſirabie never to have been. If any yet 
4 hereafter into à ſtate to which they would 
efer perpetual annihilation , im as' touch as 
2 wholly by their own default; i it no way r& 
fleAs upon Divine Goodneſs. But it would be 


Author and Fountain of all Goodneſs, if he 

dd: not expreſs pn wiſe and juſt is well 
as it would upon a man, 

9 others, if that which we' ponent 

nature were conjunct with ſtolidity or % in- 

ſenſibleneſs of whatſoever affronts to his Per- 


fon andGoverntnent: © * 
Upon the whole, therefore, it ban 


i repugnant to theſe great Attributes of the Di- 


1 vine Being, to 
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chancel ng That to think ſo,were tb concej 
ut 5 of him, ag if he had ae much 
ene _ and done u vain thing in ma- 


have made nan only for this 


that 


hs 


an eafie refleQion upon himſelf he may dif- | f 
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[and would, tis like, in time grow weary 


hard ating Ae 


ſuppoſing an e ſucveſſion of: 
ions, 1 vrhom the Wiſdom 


exerciſe in the gorernment and ſuſtentation of 
them for their apf poin 


nted/times: This would 

as to either, but would 

rather encreaſe wy aße; For there would 

be the ſame temptation upon all the individu- 

80 that he ſhould hereby even eternize his 

on reproach; and ſhould always, in every 
fuccefſion, have ſtill the dame craving appetites 

returning, and never to be ſatiſ- 

ſied, which were as repugnant to all he hath 

——— to us of bis nature, as any thing we 

can ſuppo E.. 

Though ſome perſons of a light and deſul 
tory Humour, might imagine to themſelves a, 
leaſurè in it, if they had the power to make 
ſuch a rotation of things , riſing and falling, 
coming and pa 
command; and ſuch as were of a f. 


and 
trary hand: Vet fure they would never 
it the eſteenmi of being 


lopping off lives at pleafure with an axbi- 
gain by 
either wiſe or good; 
of the 
ſport. But to form te our ſelves ſuch Idea's of 
{the bleſſed God, were an 3 
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© | themſely 


d might have a'perpetual | | 


bers, contemn or regret the Government of 
2 thelf Maker. . 
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fling away, at their beck and | 
PMnary | 
temper, might ſport themſelves in raiſing up 
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10 pleaſant Th 
lis; mind. 9 ſee. Amaturen tinct, 


of their own? 


80 ts hich way 


ſoaver Ne turn tour 


i oughts, we ſill Ge tharman? mo * 


iableneſs to an unaxgidable death, at aer 
from the thoughts of anather erde 
onſtant aſpects as if all mex mere made in 
- een then, but that — 2 
e, we anght not too much, or: tos long, 
hus to abſtract, nor too eloſely conſine aur eye 


to this dark and gloomy Theam, Death and 
r or with-hold it 3 2 
er. e 
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ty a e us a true account of man 
— 2 tie was made for. ö 
Therefore ſind it would be prop hane and 
im ious, Had and uncomfortable, «blaſphemy 
ee our Maker, and à torture to bur eee e9 to 
ſpeak it as dur ſetled apprehenſion and jud — 
ent, That God hath made man to no purpo 
3 We are obliged and concerned, both in juſtice 
to Him and paſſion to ourſelves, ſo to re. 
preſent the caſe, as that we may be able to re- 
move ſb unworthy and black a though to the 
greateſt diſtance from us, both in it ſelf and 
whatſocyer 7: -praftice would be conſequent 
| therets © That is, to conclude, That certain 
there melt be another lues after this , an „an 
cordingly ſteer our courſe. & 


"The Improvement then 67 m8 or 
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On our 2 Pradice. 70 f ad * 
1. On our Fillpments. To ſettle this great 
inciple of Truth in them: The certain gre 
2 * Pate after this life is over, Unto 
this' 'proſent'l ate oy "oy preparatory 

nd intr odu&ive.” / 
For whereas we can bever gives a rational 
ecount why ſuch a Creature as than was made, 
we confine all our apprehenſions concerning 
im to his preſent flate on earth: Let them 
once tranſcend! thoſe narrow limits, fly over 
5 eternity and behold bim mäde for an eue 
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For we may nom repreſent the caſe thus to 
nd j dour ſelves: — man was put into this ter- 
ny | | reftrial ſtate and dwelling, by the wiſe and 
to | |7ightcous delignation of his great Creator and 
8 | | |Lord,thithisloyalty'to him, amidft the termp- | 
E | | |rarionsandenticomentsofſenible dg iche 

e | be tried a. while: That revolting from him, 
X - - the only left to feel here the juſt ſmart of his 
s | 1 cauſeleſs defection: That yet ſuch farther me- 
| thods are uſed for his recovery, as ate moſt ſu- 


nan | ea deten 
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table to his ſo impaxed ſtate. An allayed light 
1 ſhines to him in the midſt of darknels, that his 
| |feebler eye may receive a Kannen, 

and behold God in thoſe more obſcure diſco- 


3 vefics which he now youchſafes of himſelf, till | 
| by degrees he be won to take up good thoughts | 


of him, and return into an acquaintance and 
friendſhip with him; which once begin here, 
_ {ſhall be hereafter perſected in eternal fruitions. 
The offence and wrong done to his Maker, he 
in a ſtrange unthought-of way makes compen- 
ſation of to himſelf; and teſtifies his reconcile- 
ableneſs, and perſwades a reconciliation upon 
ſuch terms, and by ſo endearing mediums, as 
| Saws melt and mollifie hearts of; Adamant; 

and ſhall effectually prevail with many to yiel 
| themſelves the ſubjects and inſtances. of his ad- 

mired: goodneſs for ever; while others lie on- 


Ty under the natural conſequents and juſt. re. 
Con ntments of their unremedied enmity. and fol- 


y. So are the glorious iſſues of God's diſpen 
33 _ lation 
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we behold him cloathed with immortality and 
| and out amuſetent quickly ceaſes. 


| £60 purpoſe; much leſs whenall the inferior 
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ce drawn down into it ; and we pu · 

zi duft i felves to aſfign a reaſon why ſuch 
Creature Was made à reaſonable being, capa- 
ble of an evt flat 8 Auration, to viſt: the 
ih, to converſe a ſhort ſpace 


ä with obx&vand affairs i far beneath it, and 


retire wekndw not whither: If yet our eye 
foltow him through the darker paths of 
Region of death, till at the next appearance 


fitted to an endleſs ſtate, the wonder is over, 


Wherefore let us thus bethink our Alves, 
and confder : Surely he that made this great 
Univerſe, and diſpos d all the ſorts, ſtations, 
and motions of Creatures in it in ſo uiſite 
order und method, cannot but be a molt per- 
fectty wiſe and intellectual Agent, and there- 
ſore cannot be ſuppoſed to have done any thing 


Creatures have ends viſibly anfivering the exi- 
ency of their natures, to have made ſo 'excel- 
Creature as Man ( dhe nobler part E 
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the nature of gall id his 500 


eſſent | Pra, EW eſs we were fur- 
ther hüt to pro e ext iftence of a God, 
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to then t 1 % ol ere in vain , there can 
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Ea hſhonour only, | but. ro the 
proach h of our Maker, a he ade us. 
more worthy. t us but im | 
1 . elves ; Cariwe, in 
I | ſober reaſon, think we were made fe for ſuch 
Dd ends as the moſt only, purſue? Have we any| 
I pretence to think ſo? Or can it enter into our|_ 
Souls to believe it? Would not men be aſha- 
med to profels ſuch a belief; or to have it 
| written in their foreheads, Theſe are the only | 
| ends RY: are capable of? Then might one re * 
bin be 1 born to put others in mind of his | 
Pretecefſor's Name, and only leſt ſuch a Fa- 
wi fhonld-w 1 Fog Heir: Such a one to con- 
ſume ſuch an Eſtate, and deyour the Proyefiue| 
| of © rgany Farms and Manriors : Such a one 
to. Ill rope Bags and Coffers to ſuſtain the 
| | riot of him that ſucceeds : Some created to ſee} 
8 and make ſport; to run aſter Hawks and Dogs, 
| or ſpend the time which their wearinels te- 
deems from converſe with Brutes, in makin king 
| themſelyes ſuch, by drinking away the li 
reſidue of Wit and 12 ty have left ; mix-| 5 
ing with this gentle exerciſe, their impure and | 
{currilous Drolleries, that they may befriend| . | 
one another with the kind occaſion. of proving 
themſelves to be yet of Human Race, by this on- 
iy demonſtration remaining to them, that they 
can laugh; which 7 55 if the wiſdom of 
| | the juſt were known, would be found fo pre 
| . - [nantasto afford them a double concluſion, 
1 | ual, oftentimes, to prove them Fools 
þ 85 as Men: Other one might read (Re ER 
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| (themſelves, or that value not their Souls at ſo 
Cheap a rate as they: Others made to blaſ- 


Nee 


gion. As if they had perſwaded themſelves in- 


their on Fear, and Reaſon, and Conſcience, 


or be affraid to encounter men of ſo redoubted 


they ſhall never be called to judgment, or be 
as:perſoris that bore mach ſway in their Coun- 
| [Thouſands a year; That, at leaſt, the infernal 


\ that are wiſer arid more ſober than 


pheme their Maker, to rent'the ſacred Name of 
Jod, and make proof of their high valour and 
he gallantfy of their brave ſpirits, by bidding 
a defiance to Heaven, and proclaiming their}. 
reroick contempt of the Deity and of all Reli- 


to an opinion, That becauſe they have had ſo 
proſperous ſucceſs in the high atchievements 
of conquering their Humanity, and baffling. 


Death alſo will yield them as eaſie a victory, 


ourage; that the God of Heaven, rather than 
fend them, will not ſtick to repeal his Laws 
for their ſakes, or never exact the obſervance 
of them from perſons of their quality; That 


| 5 ted only there with great reſpect, 
ry, and could number ſo many Hundreds or 


flames will never preſume to touch ſo worthy. 
perſonages; That Devils will be awed by their 
Greatneſs, and fear to ſeize them, leſt they 
ſhould take it for an affront. - No conceit can 
be imputed to theſe men abſurd enough to 
over match the abſurdity: of their practice. 
They can themſelves think nothing more groſs 
Wav... * Pp aud 


F L * 


5! 


amed to act. wo . de 


* — 5 5 wha nhey ally» are: — | 
ſh 


155 Ell. For cithts bo think 
iffable,or they do not. If they 
do, "Hom 5 are all things inverted in their 
depraved mirids? Wiſdom and folly, Virtue 


form*d into one another, and are no longer to 
he known by their own Names. The common 
notions of all mankind are but blind fancies 
in compariſon of their later and clearer illomi⸗ 
nation: And the ancient religious ſentiments off 
all former ages, dreams and follies to their 
dmired new light. Their wiſe and rare diſ- 


ſcoveries, That they and all things came b 


chance, That! this world hath no Owner « 


Lord, ( becauſe they never had wit or pati 


$0 conſider the non-ſenſe'of them; and thoug] 


2 they never, any of them, had the luck to ie 
ſone clod of eafth, or grain of fand, ſtartup in| 
to deing, out of nothing; much leſs grounc 


to think, that ſuch a world ſhould of it ſelf d 
0) are reaſon enough with them, to moc 
at tlie eternal Being, and attempt to jeer Reli 
gion out of the World, and all other men c 


| of their reaſon and wits, as they have t 


ſelves.” And ſure this muſt be their only pt 
| and their Nr on! 


: * 5 
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and Vice, good and evil, ſeem to them tranſ- 


Hf 


AS 


| 


ſtanding of men; For who that is not-ſo, i 


N 
| 


worth nothing, or to be procured by affronts 


violation of whatſoever is ſacred, the moſt 
effectual propitiation? Or acknowledg him 
for a God , whom they hope to over pow 
and to proſper in à War againſt him? 
And if they acknowledg none at all, anc 
this be the fundamental Article of their Creed, 
That there is indeed none: Then can no man 
charge them with any thought more groſſy 
fooliſh than their own; nor can they deviſe 
to fay any thing, by which more certainly t 
argue themſelves bereft of the common under 


he only take notice of his own being, may not 
as certainly conclude the exiſtence of a Goc 
as that two and two make ſour? Or what ima- 
gination can be too abſurd to have place in that 
mind; that can imagine this Creation to be a 
caſualty? He would be thought 

that ſhould ſay the ſame of the 
a Clock or a Watch, though it were à thoy- 
fand times more ſuppoſable. But if they do 


not juſtifie themſelves, to what purpoſe is it! 


further to preſs them with abſudities, tliat per- 
fiſt in conſtant ſelf contradiction: or that have 
not ſo much left them of rational ſenſation, as 


to feel in their own minds the preſſure of the 
very „ et e e pom 
FI | P 2 


beſides himiſelf 
compoſition of 


to acknowledg only ſuch a Deity (the Authoi 
and Ruler of all things) whoſe favour. were 


to whom contempt were 2 ſacrifice, and the 


power, 


BE. 
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no proper buſineſs in it? V 


ave they the power of thinking? Or vvho 
o in any caſe more generally incur the cenſure 
f imprudeuce and folly , than they who have 
nly this plea for their actions, That they did 
ot conſider ? Eſpecially when the caſe is ſo 
lain, and the moſt fudden reflection would diſ- 
over the iniquity and danger of their courſe. 
And one would think nothing ſhould. be 
ore obvious, or more readily occur to the 
ind of a man, than to contetnplate himſelf, 


[and taking notice there is ſuch a Creature in the 


world, fumniſhed with ſuch abilities and powers 


thing appear'more horrid to him, than to croſs 
the very ends of his Creation. Ss 
2. It may alſo be improv'd to the directing 


of our Practice. For which (purpoſe we may 
hence take this general Rule, That it be ſuch 


as becomes the expectation of a future ſtate. For 
what elſe is left us, ſinee in our preſent Rate 
we behold nothing but vanity? 

We ſee thus ſtands our caſe, that we muſt 
meaſure our ſelves by one of theſe apprehenſi- 
ons, either ['we are made in vain, ] or DL we 
are made for a future ſtate]. And can we en- 


Ff they only preſume they do well,” becauſe” | 
hey have never ask'd themfelves the queſtion, 
r {pent any thoughts about it ; this ſpeaks as 
uch a beſotted mind as any of the reſt, and 
s as unworthy of a reaſonable Creature. Why 


to conſider, What was I made for ? What am 
I to pitch upon as my proper end? Nor any 


dure to live according ro the former? As if we 
were impertinencies in the Creation, and ha 
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ſon would not bluſh to be always in the po- 
ſture of an uſeleſs hang by; to be till hang- 


if he be asked, Sir, what's your buſineſs here, 
he hath nothing to ſay? | 

Or how can we bear it, to live as if we 
came into the world by chance, or rather by 
miſtake? As though our Creation had been a 
miſadventure, a thing that would not have 
been done, had it been better thought on? And 
that our Maker had overſhot himſelf, and heen 
guilty of an over ſight in giving us ſuch a be- 
ing? Who, that hath either juſt value for him- 
ſelf, or any reverence for his Maker, could en- 
dure either to undergo the reproach, or be guil- 
ty of the blaſphemy which this would import? 
And who can acquit himſelf of the one or the 
other; that lives nat in ſome meaſure agreeably 
to the expectation of ſomewhat beyond this 


| preſent life ? Let us therefore gird up the loins 


of our minds, and ſet our faces as perſons de- 
ſigning for another world; fo ſhaping our 


to men the greatneſs of our expectations. We 


and our Creators wrong) that we have reaſo- 
nable Souls given us to no purpoſe. We are 
therefore concern ꝭd and obliged both to aim at 
that worthy End; and to diſcover and make it 
viſible that we do ſo. 


mean and inglorious, ar ſo irrational and 
void of a ſolid ground, that we have any. 


cauſe either to decline or conceal it; either 


ing on, where he hath nothing to do; that 


courſe, that all things may concur to ſigniſie 


otherwiſe proclaim to the World ( to our own, 


Nor is à deſign for an immortal ſtate ſo | 
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pot to retain, or to de aſhamed of our hope. 
= Nor is there any thing to be done in proſe 
tion of it, #6 unworthy as to need a corner, 
dr merit to be done s a Work of darkneſs. 
| © | Neither yet is it a vain-glorious oftentation, 
|» dr the affetation of making ſhe of an excel. 
FEW ncy above the 7 0 pitch, that I perſwade 
1 o: But a modeſt ſober avowing of our high 
defign and hope; neither making any near 
} approach to à proud--arrogance on the one 
25 rnd, nor a mean puſillanimity on the other. 
Truly great and generous ſpirits know holy to 
carry undet ſecular Honour with that prudent 
and grace ful decor us, as ſhall ſigniſie a juſt own- 
ig of themſelves without inſolence towards 
dthers. Real worth, though it do not vaun 
vill ſhew it ſelf ;, and while it doth not glare, 
vet cannot for hear to:ſhine, 0 
We ſhould endeavour the excellency of a 
Ppirit refin'd from earth and drofs, and afpiring 
. towards a ſtate of immortality , may expr 
it ſelf, and thing ih its native luſtre 3 with 
ies on, not with borrowed beams; with a con⸗-- 
tant, even, natural, not with an unequal ar- 
tificia] light, That all that will may ee; by the 
— |Ready tendency of our courſe, that we are 
1 diming at the great things of another world, 
1 Though we all the While, ate not ſo much ſo- 
"> | - licitous to have dur end and purpoſe known, 
3 , ft.. ot: 7 


'' And verily, ſince the vile ſons of the earth, 


3 — — 
ann S ©. 


5 the men of: ſenſe, that aim at no other end than 
| | ltogritific their brutal appetite with ſuch. plea- 
| {ure as is only te be compats?d ayithin.a ſhort 
R I. 
144 38 


9 


3 Ma mortal. | 2 
* life's · time in this world, and who live to the 
fi. {reproach of their Maker, and of mankind, do 
r, not go about to hide the infamy of their low 
deſign, or conceal the degenerous baſeneſs of 
n, heir mean ſpirits; but while they make their 
I ly their God, and only mind earthly things, | 
le do alſo glory in their ſhame : How much were 
h |. ſit beneath the ſtate and ſpirit of the Sons of 
1 Zod, that are worthily deſigning for a glori- 
el jous immortality, to be aſhamed of their glory, 2 
1 
„ 


* 


aan? | 
No: Let them know, it is not only too 
{mean a thing for them to involve themſelves 
in the common ſpirit of the ſenſual world, but 
even to ſeem to do ſo: And that this is ſo foul 
and ignominious a thing, as whereof they are 
concern'd, not to be free from the guilt only, | 
but the ſuſpition. Thoſe worthy Souls that in 
former (and darker) days were engaged in 
peeking the Heavenly Country, thought it be- 


or think. of ſtealing a paſſage to | Heaven in the 


Iffrangers onthe earih; and therein to declare 
pla Ty „that they were ſeeking that better 
Country. Which confeſſion and plain declara- 
ion we need not underſtand to be meerly ver- 


be underſtood to be the language of their lives, 
and of a conſtant uniform courſe of actions, a- 
greeable to ſuch a deſign. „ 
Let us therefore bethink our ſelves, what 
temper of mind and manner of life may be 
moſt conformable to this defign, and beſt be- 
Fome perſons pretending to it: Whereupon 
PEST Pa. | _ 


bal, but practical and real alſo; fuch as might 


0 


came them to confeſs themſelves pilgrims and tteb. 11. 
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Tac Thould bon find our own thought 
ig us, that ſuch things as theſe-wouldbe moſt 
{becoming and fit in reference thereto; an 


nr. 


which-we may therefore take as ſo many par 
ticular directions how to govern our ſpirits 


an expectation. 1 
1. That we endeayopr for a. calm-indiffe- 


rengy and diſpaſſionate temper of mind to- 


wards the various objects and affairs that be- 


long to this preſent life; There are very narrow 
limits already ſet, by the nature of the things 


themſelves, to all the real objective value that 
ſuch things have in them: And it is the part 


ſof wiſdom and juſtice, to ſet the proportiona- 


ble bounds to all the thoughts, cares, and paſ- 
fions, we will ſuffer to ſtir in our minds in re- 
ference to them. Nothing is a more evident 
acknowledged Character of a Fool, than upon 
every flight occaſion to be in a tranſport. To 


an empty ſpirit. It is a part of manly. forti- 
tude to have a Soul ſo. fenc'd. againſt foreign 
impreſſions, as little to be mov'd with things 
that have little in them. To keep our paſſions 
under a ftri& rein and ſteady command, that 
they be eaſily retractable and taught ro obey. 
ot to move till ſevere Reaſon have audited 
the matter, and pronounc'd the occaſion juſt 
nd valuable. In which caſe the ſame manly; 
temper will not refuſe to admit a-proportiona- 
le ſtamp anf-impreſs from the occurring ob- 


* 
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and behave our ſelves anſwerably to ſo great 


be much taken with empty things, -betokens| - 


K. For it is equally a prevarication from] 
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ve manhood, to be mov'd with every thing 
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and with nothing: The former would ſpeak 
a mans ſpirit a feather, the latter a ſtone. A 
total apathy. and inſenſibleneſs of external oc- 
currents hath been the aim of ſome, but never 
the attainment of the higheſt pretenders. And 
if it had, yet ought it not to have been their 
boaſt; as upon ſoher thoughts it cannot be 
reckoned a perfection. But it ſhould be endea- 
 your'd, that the paſſions which are not to be 
rooted up ( becauſe they are of Nature's plant- 
ing) be yet ſo diſcreetly check d and depreſt, 
that they grow not to that enormous tallneſs, 
as to over - top a mans intellectual power, and 
caſt a dark ſnadow over his Soul. „ 
A rational authority muſt be maintained, a 
continency and dominion of one's ſelf, that 
there be not an impotent profuſion, and we be 
never. ſo affected with any thing, but that the 
object may ſtill be able to warrant and juſti- 
fie the affection, both for the nature and de- 
gree of it. | | 
| - Which Rule, if we ftrialy ohſerve and ap] 
ply it to the preſent caſe, we ſhall rarely meet 
with any. temporal concern that ought to move 
us much both for the littleneſs of ſuch thin 
themſelves, and that we have ſo unſpeakably 
greater things in our view and deſigagg. 
In conformity therefore to our ſo great 
expectation, we ought more particularly to 
watch and repreſs our inclinations, appetites, 
and affections towards each ſeveral fort and 
kind of objects, which time and this preſen 
dae hath within the confines of it. As, f 
Ho contemptuouſly ſhould we look pon 4 
I ; that 
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intirle us to that Name? 


violent and peremptory deſire, ſo as hereby to 
\Faſfer a diverſion from our deſign for another 
world, is to make our eternal hope lefs than 


nothing, (for to 
hts, this will be for 


{when web indulge this odd irrational, this 
wildly fanciful, and purely humourſom appe- 
tire, ( of whith no man can give any tolera- 


ple accotitt 9, char it becomes raverious, wheh 


fit devohirs à man's fitne; his thouylits, the 
ſſtrengcth and vigour of his ſpirit, forallows up 
His nobter 'defigns, and makes an idle doting 
about he knows not what, or why, His' main 
puſineſs. % 
Fipecialty when Cbnſtience it ſelf derne 
2 to this impure unhallowed Idol; and 
queſtions wholly waved, Is this thin 
t and hone ani d nothing is confidered, 
at that its commodibus and gainful, © 
1 eng (I Herein" we will take upon us to 
als a judgment upon other men), it will be 


oa 


table matters, we make our on 
enſions a ſtreaſure and ſtandard to them. 


The puiſuit of 2 + tribe, with | 


man's calm and ſober | 
nd as little ): And ſo 


will amount to a total quitting of all our pre- 
tenſions to a (better) future ſtate; that is, 


, fro wry on ot jult,”that in fmaller aud 


f 


g e commonly apteſt to do ſo, who'hav 

5 Feen trer, and have nothing but their 
4 gnorant cofitence ro itrtiile them to the 
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Dictater s Chair ; where IIS having 
placed themſelves, they liberally, IF their 


cenſures and reproaches on all that think it 


not fit to throw away their own eyes, and 


| [ſee with their bad ones. And conclude them 


to have ne Conſcience 5 WhO 80 not accord- 
ing to theirs. And that they cannot but have 


to ſwerve from their judgment, 
the advantage, in any temporal teach; hap- 


emolument , o as thereby to be drawn into 


9 : Having yet to relive him. he 
| that 


ny the leaſt thing which he judges not defen- 
ible by the ſevereſt Rules of Reaſon and Re- 
ion; which were to quit a ſerene; Heaven 
for mire and dirt. 
There is nothing in this World of that va- 
, or worthy. to be bought ſo dear, as with 
the loſs and forfeiture of the reſt and repoſt 
of a mind, quiet, benign, peaceful, and well 
pleaſed wirh it lf.-It in en ough, if one find 
himſelf, by difficulties which — maſter, 
conſtrained to diſſent from perſons above ex- 
n wiſe and piaus, placidly, and without 
vndecoming confidence, to go on in the way 
which: his preſent judgment allows, . — 
with him 4 modeſtſente of human i 
and ho poſſible it is, the error may lie ni 


ſome baſe deſign, who in any thing eng 


ou: to lie on that fide Taſk which es "og 
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mon agreed Principles, to prevaricate out of 


that ſuppoſition, the clearneſs of his own ſpi- | 
rit, the conſcience of his innocency of any ill 
diſpoſition or deſign, of his inſtructibleneſs and 
Preparedneſs to admit a conviction if he err. 
And be he never ſo fully perſwaded about the 
thing in difference, yet to conſider the ſmall- 
neſs of it, and how-little cauſe he hath of 
glorying, if he know in this matter more 
than others, who poſſibly. know ten times 
more than he, in far greater and more im- 
portant matters. 18413. 0 05 

But, in maters clearly determined by com- 


n indulgence to meer appetite, to give up one 
ſelf to practices apparently immoral and fla- 
gitious, only to comply with, and leſt he ſhould 
not ſatisſie ſenſual deſires, is the Character of 
one who hath abandoned the common hope of 
all good men; and who, that he may have Bis 
Lot with Beaſts in this world, dreads not to 
have it with Devils in the other. 44 
And it is upon the ſame ground, equally un- 
becoming them that pretend to this hope, to 
be viſibly concern'd and diſcompos'd for loſſes 
and diſappointments they may meet with in this 
ind, when unexpected events withſtand their 
ving much of this world, or deprive them 
of vrhat they have. It becomes them that rec- 
con their good things are to come hereafter, 
to ſheẽ by their equal deportment and cheer- 
laſpect in any ſuch caſe, that they apprehend 
ot themſelves touch'd in their moſt conſidera- 
dle intereſts. Vea, though they ſüffer not loſſes 
May, but injuries; and beſides that they are 


dams 


* 


| 3 amnify*d (as much as fuch things can gut | 
Fe) they find themſelves wrong'd;;and though | 
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urther trouble and danger threaten them in 
he ſame kind ʒ; they ſhould evidence how muck 


t is above the power either of chance or ma- 


ice, not only to make them miſerable, but even 


o diſturb or make them ſad: That they are not 


appy by a caſualty: And that their happineſs 
s not in the command of them who cannot 
omimand their own. That it only depends on 
he inward conſtitution and frame of their own 
pirits, attempered to the bleſſed objects of the 
nvifible World, whereby they have the aſſu- 
nce of enjoying them fully hereafter, and the 
reſent grateful reliſnes thereof in the mean 
ime: And hence, That they can be happy 
ithout the world's kindneſs, and in deſpite 
f its unkindneſs. That they have ſomewhat 
ithin them, by which they are enabled to 
ejoyce in tribulation ; being troubled on eve - 
fide, yet not to be diſtreſs'd: To take joy- 
ully the ſpoiling of goods, knowing within them- 
ſelves they have in heaven a better and enduring 


{/abſtance. Not to ſuffer or diſcover any pertur- | 


bation or diſquiet. Not to have their Souls 
ruffled,” or put into diforder: Nor let any 


| 


mal ones ſeem to hang over their heads. 
And the ſame abſurdity it would be to in- 


ſenfual pleaſures. For that looks like a:deſpair 


hy S 4 
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* 
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Cloud ſit on their brow, though dark and dif | 


dul e to themſelves: an unbounded liberty off 


of futurity; as if a day were a mighty gain|. 
for eating and drinking, becaufe to-morrow 
ve muſt die. An abſtemious ſhyneſs here is 

9 com- 
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others Tear e verde nl, Apr A ptu 
dent reſervedneſs and reſtraint, as that w 
hall cauſe with others an unbeſeeming tranſ- 
port and diſſuſion of themſelves, he entertain c 
not with a Cynical moroſity, but a pleaſan 
cempoſure and well order d complacence 
keeping a due and even diſtance between levi 
ty and ſourueſa. | 
Vet there is a natural retiredabht i in ſom 
mens tempers; and in others an averſion t 


pleaſures, proceeding only of a rational eſti 


mate of their emptineſs and vanity in th 
ſelves ; which may, however, much fall ſhor 
of what the preſent caſe requires: The exi 


— * in this World, a as to be un: 
der the power of nothing, becauſe of the mor 
| prevailing influence he is under from the pow 
er of the "World to come: When his Faith is 
the Parent of his ſobriety, and his denial o 
werldly luſts flows from the expectation o 
the bleſſed hope: When, becauſe he more high 
ly prizes, and left he forfeit, eternal pleaſures 


| he ſo behaves himſelf towards all tem — 8 


ones, as neither to abuſe thoſe that are 


nor to be abuſed by the unlawful; not to — 


ceed in the one, nor tu touch with the other. 
Thus alſo ought we to look upon ſecular 


Honours and Dignity ; neither to make them i 


her matter of our admiration, affectation, or 
envy 


* 


— 


'eof F envy. We are not to behald them with a libi- | - | 
u | | dmnous eye, or let our hearts thirſt aſter them: . 
1 Not to value our ſelues the more for them, if 
ſttkey be our lot; nor let our eye be dazled with |. 
adiniration, or diſtorted with envy, when we | 
behold them the ornaments of others. 
We are not to expreſs; that contempt of 
JF | them, which may make a breach oa civility, 
$ | or diſturb/the order and policy of the Com- 
munities whereto-we belong. Though this be 
note of our on 'Coyntry, and we are ſtill 
.. | 20 feckon our ſelves but as Pilgrims and Stran- 
gers while de ate here j yet it becomes not 
| Strangers t6 be inſolent or rnde in their beha- 
vidur, here they ſojourn; how much ſoever 
greater 1 may juſtly haue of their own 
Country. We ſhould pay to ſecular Greatneſs 
a due reſpect, without Idolatry, and neither 
deipiſe nor adore it; confidering, at once, the] | | 
requiſiteneſs of ſuch a thing in the preſent ſtate, 4 
and the excelling glory of the other. As —_— {- 1 
in prudence and good manners we would ab- | 
ſtain from provoking affronts towards an An- 
rican Sachin,' or Sagamore, if we did travel or 
converſe in thieii Country; yet we could 
1 no great veneration for them, having beheh 
the royal pomp and grandeur of our o 
25 Prince; eſpecially he who wepe himſelf a Cour 
Iker and Favomige do his much more glori 
Soveraign, whom he is ſhortly to àttend a 
home. could have no great temptation to 
for: Offices and Honours, or bear a very pro 
found intrinſick homage to fo mean and unex ; 
preffive-an Image of Regalit . 1 1 
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Ide). What eye would not ſoon ſpy out the 


Deity; to ſneak and cringe for a ſmile from a 
| the difdainful favours of him, who, it may be, 


nuity would not bluſh to be guilty of it? Let 


have to leave his buſineſs and go play with 


7 
7 * 
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| which is c 
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we 


obſequious ſervile company of them whoſe bu - 
ſineſs it is to court; a vaniſhing ſhadow ; and 
tempt a-dignified trifle into the belief it is 4 


fupercilibus brow, and place his Heaven in 
places his own as much in thy homage, ( fo 
that it befalls- into the Supplicant's power to 
be his Creator, whoſe Creature he affects to 


groſsneſs of this abſurdity ? And what inge- 


then the joyful expectants of a bleſſed immor- 
tality, paſs by the buſie throng of this fanciful 


and ludicrous actions of little Children; and 
with as little inclination of mind, as he would 


them; beſtowing there, only the tranſient 
glance of a careleſs or a compaſſionate eye, and 
ill reſerving their intent ſteady views for the 
glorious hope ſet before them. 7125 

And with a proportionable unconcerned- 
neſs ſhould they look on; and behold the vari- 
ous alternations of Political Affairs; no further 
minding, either the conſtitution: or admini- 
ſtration of Government, than as the Intereſt 
of the univerſal Ruler, the weal and ſafety of 
N 9 N 


| [titles that poor Mortals are wont to pleaſe 
.. [themſelves With ; or to make one among the | ; 


Exchange 3- and behold: it with as little con- 
cern, as a grave States- man would the ſports | 
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n. | | [their Prince or Country are concerned in them. 
But how many under the ſpecious pretence of 
/ [a publick ſpirit, make it their whole buſmeſs 
©} | [toinfſpe&andpry into theſe affairs,even with a 
„ {moſt meanly private and intereſted one; watch: 
1 ing over the Publick beyond the bounds of 
4 their own Calling; and with no other deſign, 

Y than to catch at an opportunity of ſerving their 

: own. turns! Hoy many that ſtand perpetually 

E: at a gaze, in a, ſuſpenceful expectation how | 
things will go; either joying or hoping to be- 


hold any favourable prognoſticks to the Party 


| contemper*d only to this ſublunary Region, 


whereto they have thought fit to addict them- 
{elves ! Glad or deſirous to ſee it ingroſs pow- 
er, and graſp the ſum of things, not from any 
ſenſe of duties towards God's Vicegerents; not 
from love of Juſtice or ſtudy, of publick advan- 
tage, but that the happier lot may befall or 
remain to themſelves. Theſe men are abſorpt, 
and ſwallowed up of the ſpirit of this World, 


concorporate with the earth, ſo as to partake 
in all its pangs and paroxyſms; and tremulous 
motions. By the beating of their pulſe you 
may know the ſtate of things in this lower 


* 


and a ſtate of things on earth ſutable to their 
genius, and you put a new life and ſoul into 
them. Reduce them to a deſpair here, and (fo 
little communion have they with the affairs 
of that other Countrey) the moſt ſpecious in- 
viting repreſentation that can he made to them 
of the world to come hinders. not, but their 

0 Q.q hearts 


World, as if they were of the ſame piece, and 
had but one Soul with it. Let them ſee times 
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hearts languiſh and die, and become as ſtones 


But that lofty Soul that bears about with 
it the living apprehenſions of its being made 


for an everlaſting ſtate, ſo earneſtly intends it, 


that it ſhall ever be a deſcent and vouchſafe- 
ment withit, if it allow it ſelf to take notice 
what buſie mortals are doing in their ( as they 
reckon them) grand negotiations here below. 


inclination to intermeddle in them to their 


prejudice to whom that part belongs, can hear- 
tily ſay to it, (as the Philoſopher to the jea-| 
tous Tyrant), We of this Academy are not af 


lei ſure to mind ſo mean things Me have ſome- 


everlaſting 
now ready to take place and fill up all the 
Kage : And can repreſent to himſelf the viſion 
(not from a melancholick fancy or crazed brain, 
but a rational faith and a ſober well · inſtructed 
mind), of the World diſſolving, Monarchies 
and Kingdoms breaking up, Thrones tumbling, 
[Crowns and Scepters lying as neglected things. 


He hath a Teleſcope through which he can be- 


hold the glorious appearance of the Supreme 
gz The folemn ſtate of his Majeſtick Perſons 


Re 


ly numerous Retinue; The obſequious Throng 

of glorious Cœleſtial Creatures, doing homage 

to their Eternal King; The fwift flight of his 

royal Guards, ſent forth into the four Winds 
FORE - 


And if there be a ſuſpition of an aptneſs, or 


what elſe to do than to talk of you. He hath ftill| 
ſthe image before his eye, of this world vaniſh- 
ing and — away; of the other, with the 

affairs and concernments of it, even 


ſplendid pomp of his magnificent and vaſt- 
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hone 4; 4  & . 4 2 * | 2 < 5 3 
to gather tlie Elect, and covering the face 0 | 


the Heavens with their ſpreading Wings; The 
univerſal ſilent attention of all to that loud 
ſounding Trumpet that ſhiakes- the pillars'c 
the World, pierces the inward caverns of the 
Earth, and-refounds from every part of the 
incircling Heavens; The many Myriads o 
joyful Expectants ariſing, changing, putting 
on glory, r wing; and coritending up 
heavenly Hoſt; The Judgment ſet; The Books 
opened; The frightful amazed looks of ſut 
prized Wretches; The equal adminiſtratio 
of the final Judgment; The adjudication of 
all to their eternal ſtates; The Heavens roll'd 
bp as aſcrowl 5 the Earth and all things there 


2 


in conſumed and burnt up. | Pl 
And now, what ſpirit is there any more le 
in him towards the trivial affairs of a vaniſhing 
world ? How indifferent a thing is it with him 
who bears himfelf higheſt in a ſtate of things 
whereof he foreſees the certain haſtning'end ? 
Though he; wilt not. negle& the duty of his 
om place, is Heartily concerned. to have tlie 
knowledg arid fear of God more generally ob- 
tained in this apoſtate World; and is ready to 
contribute his utmoſt regular endeavours for 
the preſervation of common peace and order 
in ſubſetyiency hereto. Yet abſtractedly from 
theſe conſiderations, and ſuch as have been he- 
forementioned, he is no more coneerned who 
is uppermoſt, rhati one would, paſſing by a 
farm of Flies, which hath the longeſt wings, 
or which” excels the reſt in ſprightlineſs or 
07 Qq 2 brisk- “ 
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briskneſs of motion. And for himſelf, he can 
inſert this amongſt. his moſt ſerious thankſ- 
givings, That while the care is incumbent on 
ſothers, of watching over the publick peace and 
ſafety, he may ſit ſtill and conyerſe with God 
nd his own more ſedate thoughts. How ſe- 
ure is he in this, That infinite Wiſdom go- 
erns the World ! That all things ſhall be diſ- 
doſed the beſt way, to the beſt and moſt valu- 
able ends! That an afflicted ſtate ſhall never 
- befall unto good men, but when it is fitteſt and 
maſt conducihle it ſhould do ſo! That the 
proſperity carnal appetite covets, is never de- 
nied them, but when it would be pernicious ! 
How calm is he in the midſt of external trou- 
. [bles! How placid and ſerene a ſpirit inhabits 
his peaceful breaſt ! When all things are ſhaken 
round about him, he is not ſhaken. He bears 
all forts of troubles, but creates none to others, 
nor is diſturbed by any himſelf. : - 
But they that delight to ſee this world rol- 
ling or fixed, as may moſt ſerve their private 
purpoſes, and have a perpetnal quarrel with 
it , while it looks not kindly upon them; 
Their life is bound up in it, and their pretences| 
to another, are but the languid faint notions 
of what they never heartily believe nor de- 
(Hire... | 1525 
Upon the whole matter : Nothing is more 
agreeable to this great ion, than a 


ſteady reſtraint and moderation of our paffi- 
ons towards things without us 3 that is, all 
the ſeveral ſorts of external objects and affairs, 
chat ſo variouſly invite and tempt our obſer- 
E RET E - vation 
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Man as mortal. 
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vation and regard in this our preſent fate. 


[pretend to this expeRation, is, That we be 


what our eyes do already behold ; Together 


{us, to be ripened into a compleat and actual 


mean abode which he hath aligned us for a 


- 2, I next add: a further congruity, if we 


not over- much taken up in minding the body. 
For this looks like a deſign ( or that incon- 
ſiſtent wiſh ) to have our preſent ſtate perpe- 
tuated; and that the thoughts are remote 
from us of a change for a better. As if notwith- 
ſtanding all thar the Divine Goodneſs hath 
promiſed concerning the future inheritance of 
the free and heaven-born ſeed, this did ſtill lie 
neareſt to our hearts, O that Iſhmael might live 
in thy ſight ! And that the belief did miſerably 
Janguiſh with us, of any better portion than 


with the apprehenſion of a ſpiritual being in 


capacity of enjoying what is better. It is true, 
that all the exorbitant workings of thoſe mean- 
jer and ignoble paſſions that are moved by ob- 


us, have the body for their firſt and laſt, their 
{pring and ſource, their center and end. But 
thence it becomes the more proper and requi- 
ſite, that we draw nearer this their ſeat' and 
center, and ſtrike at the root; and in killing 
that inordinate love and ſolicitude for the 
body, mortifie them all at once. 3 
We are indeed ſo far to comply with the 
pleaſure of our Maker, as not to deſpiſe the 


while in the body. But withal, to take heed 
leſt we ſo croſs and reſiſt it, as to make caring 
for the body our whole buſineſs; which he- 
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jects and occaſions without and foreign to | 
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Ward thoughts, deliberations, and refolves ), 


And (which increaſes the folly of it to a won- 


atry! They agree to juſtiſie each one himſelf, 
land one another. The commonneſs of the 


* 3 3 5 . | f 
A. "The Nn of HOT: 2 
[hath only enjoin'&us/ in » ſubſerviency to 


unſpeakably greater and more important — 
ſineſs. Its health and welfare ought upon very 
valuable accounts to be carefully preſerved by 
all prudent means: But to indulge its ſlothful 
deſires, and comply with its licentious wild 
cravings, is far beneath us, a baſe — 
of our ſelves, and would fignifie , as if ſo: ab- 
ſurd a conceit had ꝓaſt with us into a ſetled] 
judgment, That a reaſonable immortal ſpirit 
was created only to tend and ſerve a Brute. 
It is monſtrous to behold, with how com- 
mon conſent multitudes that profeſſedly agree 
in the belief of the immortal nature of their 
Souls, do yet agree to debaſe and enſlave. them 
to the meaneſt ſervility to their mortal bodies; 
ſo as tleſe are permitted to give Laws to them, 
to preſcribe them rules of living, and what 
their daily employment ſhall be. For obſerve 
the _ they drive, and what is the tenden- 
cy of their actions and affairs {'whence the 
judgment is to be made concerning their in- 


and is not the Body the meaſure and mark of 
them all? What import or ſignification s 
there in this courſe, of a deſign for futurity ? 


der) they can make a ſhift to go on thus from 
year to year, and take no notice of the abſur- 


Pe, they ſeem to imagine they all de well, 
0 1 * . ” « 3 * . : - 17 * 


kobrſe thkes away all ſenſe of the horrid mad- 
{of it. And becauſe each doth as the reſt 


and 
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jand that there is nothing exceptionable in the þ M quiz | 
caſe; and go on“ (as the filly ſheep ), not pundun et | 

the way they ought, but which they ſee others ſed 4a 
go before them. No | 
But, if any place could be found for calm 
and ſober thoughts, What would be reckon'd 
a greater impertinency, than to be at fo great 
[pains for maintaining a bodily life , without 
{conſidering what that life ſhall ſerve for? To 
mploy our utmoſt care to live, but to live for 
we know not what? It becomes us to be pa- 
tient of the body, not fond. To treat and uſe 
dur bodies as things ſhortly to be put off and 
aid aſide. To care for them, not for their own, 
but -the works ſake we have to doin them : 
And leave it to them to indulge and pamper 
he body, who expect never to live out of «it. 
Not to concern our ſelves, that the circum 
ſtances of our bodily ftate be ſuch as will gra- 
Tifte our appetites, but anſwer the ends. for 
which our Maker thought fit we ſhould live 
a while in the body. Reckoning with our ſelves, 
We are lodg'd in theſe mean receptacles 
though ſomewhat commodiouſſy, yet) but for 
a little while,and for great purpoſes, and more | 
| minding our journey and home, than our enter- 
rainment in our Inn. Contentedly bearing the 
want of bodily accommodations, that are not 

eaſily to be compaſs'd, and the preſſure of una- 

7oidable bodily infirmities; not much pitying 
pur ſelves becauſe of them; nor deeply regret- 
ring it, if wants and pains pinch our fleſh; nay, 
{though we ſee the outward man periſhing, ſo 
ve can but find the inward renewing day by 
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Rate and things we were made for? We ſhould 


| uſe our ſpirits. to thoſe more noble and pleaſant] 
Theams: Recounting often, how unworthy 


ture. Methinks they ſhould be aſhamed. to al 


thing real that exceeds the ſphere of our ſenſe; 
not to aſcribe too much to our own unde 


lectual ability, againſt the judgment of ſage] 


3. That we ſet our ſelyes with the whole| 
intention of our Souls „to mind the copeern-| - 
ments of the futute ſtate, the inviſible things 
of the other world; and direct the main ſtream 
of our thoughts, deſires, hopes, and joys, thi- 
therward. For how highly juſtifiable and be- 
coming is it, that we principally mind the 


therefore make theſe familiar to our ſelves, and 


it is of them to grovel in the duſt , or chuſe 
the objects of their converſe by ſuch meaſures 
only as are taken from ſenſe. -- © . © + 

It is an iniquity which,though God may be ſo 
gracious to us as to forgive, we ſhoultl not eaſily 
forgive to our ſelves, That we have ſo often 
choſen to converſe with empty trifles, while ſo 
great things have invited our thoughts in vain-| 
Their remoteneſs from ſenſe hath little of 

excuſe in it, and unworthy a reaſonable Crea- 


ledg it, who conſider themſelves furniſhed wit 
an intellectual power, that doth,in many othe 
inſtances, controll the judgment of ſenſe, an 
impeach it of falſhood. Would we not blu 
to profeſs it for a Principle, That there is no 


We would reckon it a part of modeſt 
ſtandings, or preſume too far upon our intel 
and knowing perſons. How is it then, tha 


we think it not immodeſt, to oppoſę the appro 
e henſions 
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_ -|henſions'of our 
the common faith and reaſon of all good and 
- wiſe men, that are or have been in the world,, 


dull and incapacious ſenſe to 


as well as our own ? If we have not ſeen 
what the ſtate of things is in the other world 
are we, not told? And have we not enoug 


to aſſure as, that tis He hath told us, whoſe © 


nature cannot ſuffer him to impoſe upon us 
or repreſent things otherwiſe than they are 
Who elſe can be the Author of ſo. common: 
perſwaſion? If any man had been the firſt In- 
ventor of the opinion, That there is anothe 
ſtate of things to ſuceeed to this, Would he not 
have aſſumed it to himſelf, that he was ſo ? 


Would he not have own'd it, and glory'd in| 
it? Or would not ſome or other of his pro 


ſelyted diſciples have preſerved his name anc 
memory, and tranſmitted them to poſterity? 
Could ſo vaſt a Se& be without an Head or 


Maſter, known and celebrated among men? 


Leſs plauſible opinions find ſome Owners : 
Why is it not ſaid, Who was the firſt Broacher 
of this? And if he can find no other Parent 


po let them engage our hearts, and influence 


for it, hut He who was the Parent of our be 
ings, How grateful ſhould ſuch a diſcovery be 
o us, both for his. ſake and its own?  Upo 
His account, we ſhould ſurely think it wor: 
hy to be believed; and upon its own, to be 
conſidered and ſeriouſly thought on, wit 
reateſt delight and ſenſe of pleaſure. 
- Many things that we reckon conſiderable 
pon much lower accounts, we fo believe, : 


pur practice, upon much lower evidence. He | 
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ly a (much more uncertain and fallible) report 


ſus, diſcovering to us things ſo great, ſo im- 
portant, ſo in Joe in themſelves, even though 
they had not been ſo expreſly revealed? Let 
us therefore drive the matter to à clear and 
ſhort iſſue, and come to a reſolution with our 
ſelves; Have we reaſon to believe ſuch things, 
or no ? If we can fo far impoſe upon our ſelves, 
as to think we have not 3" or he tempted into 
lo abject, ſo unrequired, and ſo unwarrant- 
Able a ſelf.denial, 15 baſe an eſteem of our own 
beings,as to account the things of this earth and 
preſenf world have enough in them to anſwer 
any ends we can ſuppoſe our ſelves made fot ; 
Let us no longer mock theworld, by pretend- 
Ing to believe what we believe not. But if this 
de our ſetled judgment, and we will avow and 
wn it, That we believe theſe things; Let us 
o longer expoſe and make our ſelves ridicu- 
ous, by counter · acting our own profeſſed be- 
lief in matters of fuch moment, pretending to 
elieve and diſregarding them at the ſame time. 
Iris abſurd and fooliſh, to believe ſuch things 
id not mind them much, or not let our Souls 
ind our practice be commanded and govern- 
d by them: Not to have our defires, and cares, 
Nc * — joys, influenc'd thereby to the 
termoſt. Ho rational is it, here to be deep- 


y ſolicitous, that by the unſutableneſs of our 


un ſpirits we defeat not our own expecta- 


tions! 


intirely are mens ſpivits taken" up many times 
about meaner matters, whereof: they have on- : 


{from one another? What pretence can we have, | | 
leſs to regard the teſtimony of Him that made 
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ger being provided againſt), to fit down and 
bt in dur preſent with our expected ſtate 
what we are, with what we hope to be er 
long! To think of exchanging ſhortly, infir 
mity, pollution, darkneſs, deformity, trouble 
complaint; for power, purity, light, beauty, 
reſt, andpraiſe! How pleaſant , if our ſpirits 
be fitted to that ſtate! The endeavour wher 
of is a further congruity in the preſent caſe 
I 4+ That we make it our principal buſineſs 
- [to intend our ſpirits, to adorn and cultivate 
our inward man. What can more become us, 
if we reckon we have ſomewhat about us made 
for immortality, than to beſtow our chiefcare 
upon that immortal part? Therefore, to neg- 
le& our ſpirits, confeſſedly capable of ſo high 
an eſtate, to let them languiſh under waſting 
diſtempers, or lie as the ſluggards field, over- 
grown with thorns and briars, is as vile a ſlur 
as we can put upon our ſelves and our own 
eis. | 
We ſhould therefore make this the matter 
of our earneſt ſtudy, What would be the pro- 
| per improvements and ornaments of our ſpi- 
1 - }]rits, and will moſt fitly qualifie them for the 
ſtate we are going into; and of our daily ob- 
ſervation how ſuch things thrive and your 
us. Eſpecially, we ſhould not be ſatisfied, till 
we find in our ſelves a refinedneſs from this 
zarth, a thorough purgation from all undue | 


1 degrees of ſenſual inclination and affection, 
the conſumption of our droſs by a Wr 
W 2. „ from 


118421 1 


4 22 
. 4 
* WA 
* 
* r D 76: 
. 7 4 T4 


burning, an aptitude to ſpiritua 
enjoyments, high complacency in God, fer- 


vent love, a worſhipping: poſture of Soul, form- 
ted: tothe veneration of the eternal wiſdom, 


goodneſs, power, holineſs; profound humility 
and abnegation of our ſelves, a praiſeful frame 
of ſpirit, much uſed to gratulations and thankſ- 
givings, a large - and univerſal love, imitating 


to do good toall, a ſteady compoſure and-ſe- 
rene temper of ſpirit, the repoſe and reſt of a 
contented mind, not boiſterous, not apt unto 
diſquiet, or to create ſtorms to our ſelves or 
the World, every way ſutable to the bliſsful 
Regions , where nothing but perfect, purity, 
entire, devotedneſs to God, love, goodneſs, be- 
nignity, well - pleaſędneſz, order, and peace, ſhall 


have place for ever. 


This we onght to be conſtantly intent upon, 


to get our ſpirits ſo attempered and fitted to 
Heaven, that if we be asked, What deſign we 


to make this true anſwer, We are dreiſing our 
ſelves for Eternity. And ſince nothing is re- 
quired hereto; that is ſimply impoſſible, no- 
thing but what is agreeable to our natures, 


[and would be a perfection to them; How wor- 


thy and commendable an ambition were it, to 
be always aſpiring? not to reſt or take up be- 


neath the higheſt pitch of attainable excellen- 


in theſe kinds? reckoning every degree 


as much as is poſſible the Divine, a proneneis 


as the buſineſs of our lives, our daily work, 


drive? What are we doing? We may be able 


thereof à due to our -natures, and * ey 
—— e 


from Heaven, a ſpirit 32 and of || 
exerciſes and 
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I have not what belongs to them, while any 
thing of real intrinſick moral goodneſs is yet 
wanting; and not only due, but neceſſary, 
| [and what we ſhall have need of in reference 
to the ſtate we are ſhortly to enter upon; that 
except. ſuch things be in us, and abound, we can | 
not haue an abundant extrance into the everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom, | 
And ſhould we, pretending to ſuch an ex- 
. omit ſuch endeavours of prepating | 
our ſelves, it were alike thing as if an — 
[Peaſant ſhould go about to thruſt himſelf , 
with an expectation of high Honours an 
| Preferments, into the Prince's Court; or as 
if a diſtracted man ſhould. expect to be em- 
| ployed: in the greateſt and moſt intricate. af- 
fairs of State; or an uninſtructed Idiot take 
upon him to profeſs. and teach Philoſophy. 
Therefore let us conſider Are we conſci- 
ous of no unfitneſs for that bleſſed ſtate? To 
dwell in the preſence of the holy God? To 
be aſſociated with the heavenly. Aſſembly of 
pure intellectual Spirits? To comfort and join 


with them in their celebrations and triumphant 1 

ſongs? Can we eſpy no ſuch thing in our — 4 
ſelves, as an earthly mind, averſation to God, 4 
ö as pride, diſdain, wrath, or envy, admiration 


of our ſelves, aptneſs to ſeek our on things 
with the neglect of others, or the like? And 
do not our hearts then miſgive, and tell us we 


are unready, not yet prepared to . the 
7 Divine Preſence, or to enter into the habita- 
1 tion of his Holineſs and Glory? And what 
1 then have we to do, but ſet our ſelves to our 
4 * ; : prepas 
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11 Woll 
But how i doth the common courſe of men 
agree to this, who never have ſuch matters in 
their thoughts, who ſo much neglett not their 
very Hogs, as they do their Spirits!!! 
5. That we have much converſation with 
God. He is the only full and permanent Good; 
therefore the endeavour of — very in- 
ward with him, doth beſt rec with the 
expectation of a ſtate pe 7 good and 
happy. 
To expe: this , and converſe only with 
ſhadows and —— thinge, is to expect to 
dur without a 3 or that our 
8 ſhould betide us as a caſual 
or be forc'd upon us at laſt whether we 
or no. But ſince our happineſs in Godis on 
ſhis part not neceſſary, but vouchſafed and 
|gratuitous, depending on meer good pleaſureʒ 
Is it our beſt way of ingratiating our ſelves 
with him, to negle& him and five as without 
him in the world; to keep our ſelves ſtran- 


that were wont to pleaſe us are vaniſnied and 

zone: And if we could ſuppoſe his Wiſdom 
and Juſtice to admit his forgiving ſo provo- 
3g contempt of him, and receiving an exiled 


the laſt moment of it would never look af 
te . or have to do with him; yet can it 


Throne! - How- ſollicitous endeavour of a 
thorough preparation doth this GE | 


rs to him all our da ys, with a _ 
of flying to him at laſt when all things 1 | 


| Soul forced out of its -earthly' abode, _ | 
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about, if it be not done while we are here in 
the body? Will we be ſo. vain, as to cheriſh 


be luppoſed,- that its 


len enmity and deſpair perpetually ſlee the Di. 


natural to it, than to give up it ſelf to eternal 
ſolitary wandrings, as a Fugitive from God; 


If? Can we be 


— 


everlaſting tormentor to it 
happy in him hom we do not love; or love 
_ we will not know, or be acquainted 
What ſure ground of hope can we imagine 
to our ſelves, that our reconciliation and ac- 
quaintance - with God ſhall ever be brought 


an hope that not only affronts the viſible im- 


oryn ſpirits ? Nor indeed ( if we would conſi- 
der better) can we poſſibly hope for what 
ſuwve deſire not, or whereto our hearts are in an 


purity ( 1 his own ) that could 
Phich would habituate us to a courſe of] 


rt of Gods revelation , but the very reaſon 
of things, and the natural tendency. of our 


bitual diſaffection, otherways than (inthe 
reſent caſe )-negatively, and that our infide- 
ity permits us not to fear the contrary ; Yea, 

the lively hope of a bleſſedneſs in God, as 
t includes deſire, would certainly inſer that 


ever fail to incline our hearts to him, and 


Walk 


vine Preſence? What can in this caſe be more 


to affect to be ever enwrrapt in its own' dark: | 
neſs, and hidden from his fight, and be an 
e 


9 


| ef at its own habitual averſationſ T 
Ito him could allow it to be happy in him? 
Eſpecially being increaſed and confirmed by: 
{its conſciouſneſs and ſenſe of guilt? How can 
_ [theſe but make it baniſh it ſelf, and in a ſul- 


r 
Fat; 


me] | Aa us ET. — agreeable 
by] | | |prerences, If while we Proben or Alves matle 
can 1 ſtate; Fe retire bur ſelyes ow 
ul- e fading things that put 2 vanity into this, 
Ji. 2 80 le tit, by: buß own choice, the ſtable | 
re gdod Which we exx & ever to enjoy. How be- 
al hitting is it, to pals by all things with Th 
15 | a Nee zur lelves hither-with' this ſen | ; 
K ö «Lord, I We viewed the World over, in 
n which thou haſt ſet me; 1 have tried how this 
e asd that thing will fit my ſpirit and the de- 
e fig of my Creation 3 indy can find nothing in 
q which-to reſt, for nothing herx dorlt it ſelf reſt, 
at dach ching a L 1 me for a While, in woe | 
| -|degtee; vaniſſi and flee an tet ben before 
f ie nie. Lo: "F cotneto Thee; the Eter al Being, the | 
Spring of Life £7 Center of reſt,the Stay of the 
b the Fulneſs of all things?! I in my 
ſdf to; thee, with thee I al le | * life and 
nd my days, with whom T aim to dwell for 
fever, expecting ben my little wi is over to N 
| be taken up ere fon 178 thy Eternity. 
And fince we, who live under the Goſpel, N 
have hear oft the Redeemer, of the di dignity | 
| of his Perſon, of his hi high 2 Ac Power; 
of his merciful deſign and gteat Atte ievements 
f * the reſtoring o lapfed and oft Souls. 
/ E is molt 481 — to out apprehenſions | 
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© Authar eternal ſalvation to thi 
him, and ſave co che vtoioſt all that con 
te God: by H. Ho dear ſhould bebe be 
tous! How arfully ſhould we truſt hittihow' 
ſerve him, how faithfully adhere to 
him, both for his own ſake, and that of the 
he hath in hand for us, and the pleaſant 
ſavour' of Heaven and 3 which 

breathesin bot! 

Bär if we neglec Him, and diſo en our 8 
tion to him ʒ or if we let days and years go over 
oür head, whertiniwe drowſily. ſlumber; - 
our ſelves in the duſt of tlie earth; and while We 
our ſelves Qhriſtians, forget the reaſon and 
beards of our o Namie, and think not of 
os - 7 — to the eter- 

om and Glory: This is petverſl to 
reject ing de ſay oV we ſeek 5 to —75 
and rehounce our pretences to immortaity' 
| to blaſt and dann dur own N 

Laſtly; It is cofigruous to our ex 
3 * — alter er dm; Tha we 28 
in'g c 
what —— intervene; thought not 

tatrful in 5 — 1 3 for 
che fake bf wicht is; This ohly- can upon 
the beſt terms recontile us to the hg! That 
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_ Some impos d upon by others over-reaching 


: the empty Cloud, till Death comes 


[much regret it, to eloſe his eyes, to have the 


[of their appetites, without the contradiction 
15 n of * What 0 enjoy = 


ed beer yer eee | 


pt doth this world afford to a reaſon 

it, that the meer wearineſs of 
rene of vanity and folly, 
— acceptable. n ſo grteful a 11 
o obſerve the confuſed ſeramble: and hutry or 
he World ? How altioſt every onamakes/it- ; 
buſineſs to catch from what is 
north nothing! With vrhat toil, and art; and 
violence men purſye, what hen they embrace 
find a ſhadow-! To ſee deluded Mortals, 
ach one intent upon his own. particular deſign, . 
and moſt commonly interfering with anothers 2; 


ic (pi- 


Wits and all by their own folly : Somelament- 
their loſſes, others their ſh ort yo! * pg 
tying acquiſitions : Many. ple ves 
vith being mockt and cotentedly Thong 


the ſtory, and ceaſes the buſie ag 
is, with ſo many particular perio 
the world. A new ſuccretion ll ringing T 
that continue the interlude, and ſtill act over| 
the ſame parts, ad tadium uſquee: 

What ſerious perſon, who that i is not i in 
love with impertinency and foolery, would: 


Zurtains Ace, and bid good-aight to the 
Deer fot without 3 45 be 


might well — 
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command what they pleaſe e e Su 
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more to morrow than they did yeſterday. or 
the next year than this? Is it Eun — 5 
the while to live, to ſee a few more perſons 
bow. the knee? To extend power a little fur- 
ther? To make another effay, what pleaſure 
ſenſe can taſte in ſome or other hitherto unex- 
perimented rarity? What more peculiar guſto 
| this or that thing will afford; and try the 
other Diſh? Or to renew the ſame reliſnes 
over again? 
He . whoſe, cxeative fancy. _ make him 
. golden Mountains in a Dream 2-Create him a 
Prince of Nations, give him to enjoy the 
moſt delicious pleaſures of the World in Idea, 
might, with ſome plauſible ſhew of reaſon, be 
deem'd the happier man, than he that hath and 
is all this indeed: For his toil is leſs, and his 
victories unbloody, his pleaſures not ſo im- 
pure. However, one wauld think, that to 
ſuch whoſe utmoſt attainments end only. in 
the pleaſure of their ſenſe, and have but this 
Epiphonema, Nom let us ſit eat, drink; 
merry; A little vine mi t ſuffice for 
buſineſs of no more weight; OP. no man, 
after he hath once "by * — the world 
and taſted of its beſt delicacies, ſhould grea 
wiſh for 2 renewal or ee e 
Eg fulſom vanities. 1 
But the moſt find not 
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And firely ; theſe thin 8 conbidered, there 
wants' not What nag Fele | 
or ever a perfect Aide , as to another world, 
not much to —— — — he tare 
For upon t ie "whole et hüt; t e caſe be 
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] to be not = ls t ang do 
ber teiſon would: © judg, at aſt, 


ations as ave 


ce to. "Fare the 
ake the 


Ma, * 
75 7 
i 
Ks * es 
7 Rs : 
f ; 
2 
, 
T 


to be alled 
body i is by mona inclination 3 Ought not the 
Laws of a Superior to prevail over thoſe of. 


ates of r ca Fable nature? Whatcenſures, 
think, do they paſs upon our follies ? 
7 e 0 7 in their eyes, that are 
0 in ours ? er matters ( as ſome inter- 
ret that paſſage ) indecencies are to be avoid- 
EC . becauſe of thoſe bleſſed Spirits. May we 
jot then be aſhamed, that they ſhould dif- 
ink gur terrene diſpoſitions 3 and ſee us come 
6 unwillingly into their comfort and happy 
ſtate? Altho our preſent depreſſing cir- 
umſtances will not ſuffer us to be in all thing 
as yet, conformable to their high condition, 
ſhould however carfy it as. Candidates 
rhereto, ſtudying to approve our ſelves, wait 
ng and longing to be tranfum'd and taken up 


| Ines it. 


And fince we have ſo high and great an en 


12 Ration „ and *tis underſtood and known, 


at the ver perfection and end of our be- 
gs is no otherwiſe attainable, than by puts 
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greateſt Probl leis in Nature... 


I ſay, prevailing : For admit, what i is like 
om d8 , ag an addictedneſs to the 


inferior nature? And is not the love of 
tc os natural Law than that of the 


[bod to whom here our ſervice is little, yea 
our diſſetvi Tice ce much; and from whoſe molt |. 
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ing Lon our ſordid fleſh, and laying aſide this 
wy As anf rel that yet there ſhould 


A 2 an averſion to it, is 
* account 1 g, and one of the 


7 


Cor. 8. : 


| 


| things ? Why then ſhould not gur Souls, that 


| fore, though fleſh and blood may reluctate 


| conſider their own affairs, and be ( more 
\ principally) intent upon what will he. their 
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Perſe 


troubleſome Fellications", hecaule we fear the 
Pot Animal ſhould be put to its ſhifts, and 
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piece of Clay, than to th 
rather than on any inferiou it 
how nearly ſoever united ; fince there can be 

uch nearer union, than of} 
à thing with it ſelf ? And are not our Souls]. 
and 6ur Bodies (though united, yet) diſtinct 


1 of 5 own in- 
tereſt, mind that firſt, intend moſt their own 

ection and improvement, and begin their 
charity at home? It is not ſtrange, that what 
is weaker and more ignoble, ſhould affect 
union with what is above it, and 3 ſpting of 
life to it ; But when it is found burdenſom, | 
nothing forbids, but that the ſuperior Being 
may be well content, upon fair and allow- 
able terms, to be rid of the burden. There- 


and ſhrink at it, when we think of laying it 
down z yet it becomes immortal ſpirits, to 


own advantage. If ſo mean'a Creature as a 
forry Flea, ff ang it can draw a ſutable ali- 
ment from our bodies, affect to dwell there, 
and is loth to leave us; It were a ludicrous 
pity to be therefore content” to endure its 
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great Creator, * oo maße us pu- 
ient of an abode in the body while he wi 
zwe it {o, ſhould alſo form our ſpirits to A 
; yilling departure when it ſhall be his 
ure to releaſe 1 thence, But, 5 ither a 
egard to his ealure, nor our own bleſſed- 
gels, ſhould. Sg againſt our love to the 
body, is the, ugaccountable - le rhing peak 
f, And to plea only, in the. caſe;. the cor- 
yption of our natures that len 8 ds 
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